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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Gulfshore  receiving  needed  renovations 


during  the  1999  season,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Frank  Simmons, 
Gulfshore  Assembly  manager, 
the  On  the  ground  floor  of 
Mississi^i  Baptist  Convention  Wing,  the  children's  area  amd 
Board's  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  classrooms  are  receiving  new 
Pass  Christian  are  well  under  ceilings  and  flooring, 
way,  with  the  wing  nearest  the  The  next  phase  of  the  reno- 
Bay  of  St.  Louis  stripped  to  the  vations  includes  new  and 
concrete  in  all  44  rooms.  The  improved  exterior  lighting  and 
wing,  which  is  being  complete-  outside  fixtures,  plus  a  redeck- 
ly  refurnished,  also  has  three  ingand  extension  of  the  pier, 
handicap-accessible  rooms.  The  extension  of  the  pier  will 

Mississippi  Baptists'  pre-  go  approximately  340  feet  out 
miere  retreat  facility  on  the  mto  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis, 
Gulf  Coast  has  completed  the  according  to  Simmons.  He  said 

_ _ _  bay's  tidal  floor  in 

V;  recent  years  has  shifted 
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sand  into  the  area 
where  the  harbor  had 
been. 

At  the  end  of  the  pier 
will  be  installed  a 
20x40-square-foot  light¬ 
ed,  covered  platform. 

Simmons  saicT  the  pier 
work  will  take  about  _ 

two  months  to  com-  Gulfshore  Assembly  aiid. its  pro-  (228)41 

H  Gulfshore  Asst 

Gordon  Myrick,  general  J 

contractor.  Total  cost  of  ^  1 

all  renoyahons  is  eTltrClTlCe  TClC 

approximately  $3.75  ^»*'*'* 

illion.  .  ...  .  .  .  ^  _ _  _ .  .. 


Frank  Simmons  (right),  manager  of 


CHECKING  SPECS 
Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian,  inspects  "A"  Wing  window 
installations  with  an  unidentified  contractor's  foreman.  (Photo  by 
Tim  Nicholas) 


[million. 

Additional  existing 
Gulfshore  Assembly 
facilities  include  10  self- 
contained  recreational 
vehicle  sites  and  a  staff 
house  ”  that  accommo¬ 
dates  groups  of  60  peo¬ 
ple  during  the  off-sea¬ 
son,  when  it  is  not  occur 
pied  by 


10  Gulfshore  Aaembfy  to  be  permanently  moved  one-half  mBeeast 
of  die  turnoff  ir^  the  assenbly.  in  addition,  the  rai|^oad 
liass  St  U.S.  H^hway  90.  the  assembly^has  been  nioycsf  to  the 
«ast  and  the  sh^  curve  at  Hendereon  Pbtid  —  for  many  years^the 
bane  of  first-ftne  trauders^o  CuHshore  Assembly  —  has  beiaMMln 
tened.  Assendity  attejgies  Who  wifl  be  rnaMn^  theu  ffrst 
the  impq^nieiUs  die 


HIGH  AND  DRY  —  Shifting  sand  from  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis  has  clogged 
the  pier  area  at  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian.  The  finger  piers  once 
held  small  boats.  An  extension  to  the  pier  is  planned  as  part  of  the  $3.75  mil¬ 
lion  renovation  currently  underway  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  retreat  facility. 
(Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 

major  portion  of  its  facelift.  "C" 

Wing,  with  32  rooms  each 
equipped  with  four  double 
beds,  IS  completely  remodeled 
with  new  bathroom  fixtures, 
vanity  area,  and  furnishings. 

Gulfshore  Assembly  mainte¬ 
nance  staffers  are  installing 
new  air  conditioning  in  “Al 

BMDF  meels  in  Jackson  I  '^<25 


assembly  staffers. 

Simmons 
house 

to  do  own 

For  he 

group 

Church,  I 

Raymond,  is  its  i  ^  i 

seventh  year  of  using 
the  staff  house  for  a 
retreat. 

"We're  extremely  I 
pleased  with  the  way  B 
turiiig  dome,"" fluore^ent,  and  things  are  turning 

stage  lighting  with  program-  out  here,"  said^^k  ll  \ 

mable  multicolored  light  bars.  Simmons.  "It's  a  v  *  i 

Also  undergoing  renovation  facility  that  will  con- 
are  the  cissemmy's  lobby  (new  tinue  to  see  a  lot  of^Hn^^ 
carpet  and  window  treatments)  use."  ^ 

ana  four  apartments  near  die  Gulfshore  x 

entrance  of  die  assembly,  each  Assembly  is  open  L  B  \ 

with  two  bedrooms  (all  with  year-round  and 

new  furnishings  and  fresh  paint),  available  for  any  size  BARE  WALLS  —  High  above  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis  in  Pass  Christian,  workmen 
The  renovated  "A"  Wing  church  group.  The  continue  the  complete  renovation  of  "A"  Wing  at  Gulfshore  Assembly.  The  wing 
arid  auditorium  were  in  use  assembly  and  its  pro- has  been  stripped  to  the  concrete.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 
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Letters  tglhe  editor 


Sunday  Soja^l  lessons 


... 


God  created  in  our  image 


A  few  weeks  ago  an  editorial  in  this  stream  of  American  life  —  a  coarse  and 
space  entitled.  Is  Anyone  Listening  In  vulgar  father,  a  lying  teenaged  daughter,  a 

Hollywood?,  pointed  out  that  the  disaffected  young  son,  and  a  wife /mother  I  lllJMr 

phenomenal  success  of  family-friendly  net-  who  is  shown  reading  a  book  entitled,  V  ^  ~ 

work  television  shows  and  movies  such  as  Wlw  We  Don't  Kill  Our  Children.  I  /  T  1 

Who  Wants  To  Be  a  Millionaire?,  Touched  Believers  in  God  are  equated  with  UFO  I  iJQ  \  p  I 

By  An  Angel,  Babe,  and  Toy  Story  should  enthusiasts.  A  cigar-chompiM  evangelist  I  \ | 

be  a  sign  to  the  American  entertainment  schemes  to  make  money  off  Bob's  revela-  An U  l/j  ^ ^ 

y  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  tion  from  God  while  receiving  a  sensuous 
/  for  entertainment  that  doesn't  massage  from  a  buxom  yovmg  woman  in 
heir  values  and  ridicule  their  morals,  his  luxurious  office.  , 

in  industry  that  lives  and  dies  by  Here's  a  sample  of  the  humor  God  calls  _ 

;ht  ratings  and  box  office  sales,  it  Bob  at  home  but  Bob  refuses  to  pick  up  the  j'i;  v  , 

seem  someone  might  notice  the  fig-  telrohcme.  Uie  answering  machine  comes  on 
ures  family-friendly  shows  are  wimtiie  familiar  beep  to  feave  a  message  and 
rolling  up  day  after  day  and  arrive  God  says,  "Bob,  dcmT  screen  your Mako-!"  f  I JMw 

at  the  conclusion  that  maybe  people  Here's  a  sample  of  the  serious  side  of  Wm  . 
are  more  interested  in  sucn  fare  than  the  show:  At  one  point  Bob  rails  at  God,  ® 

in  the  cultural  sewage  tiiat  passes  for  "You  caU  yourself  a  loving  Father?  You're  |  \.  /  i  r  r 

sophisticated  entertainment  today.  more  like  a  deadbeat  dad!^  /  1  j 

Which  brings  us  back  to  the  Here's  a  sample  of  tiie  show's  theolojgy:  /  \  ; 

premise  of  the  earlier  editorial  that  When  Bob  frets  over  the  direction  his  cml-  j  j  !  / 

asked  the  question.  Is  anyone  lis-  dren  are  taking,  God  says,  "I  made  a  deal  \J 

tening  in  Hollywood?  Not  at  NBC,  widi  Lucifer  a  Long  time  ago.  I  get  diem  until  1  ^ 

apparently.  they're  12  and  he  gets  them  until  they're  20."  *11 V 

Last  week  NBC  began  to  broad-  That's  a  lot  of  sacrilege  packed  into  30 
cast  the  weekly  series  God,  The  minutes.  The  pilot  episode  was  so  bad  that 

Devil,  and  B^,  a  dreadful  piece  of  a  number  of  NBC  network  affiliates  ; 

adolescent  cartooning  ttiat  depicts  around  the  country  refused  to  air  it.  At 

God  as  a  hip,  foul-mouthed  Wer  least  three  of  those  stations  were  in 

drinker  who  commiserates  with  his  Mississippi:  WLBT  in  Jackson,  WDAM  in  1  'wZt. 

buddy  and  apparent  co-equal,  Satan.  Hattiesburg,  and  WTVA  in  Tupelo.  WGBC 
God,  the  Devil,  and  TOb  is  pro-  in  Meridian  chose  to  air  the  pilot,  while 
by  Carsey- Werner  Co.,  which  is  also  WLOV  in  Tup>elo,  the  Fox  network  affiliate, 
responsible  for  producing:  picked  it  up  when  WTVA  refused  to  air  it.  Does  God  marvel  over  the  invention  of 

♦  Third  Rock  From  me  Sim,  an  NBC  One  of  tiie  great  dangers  of  shows  like  Pop  Tarts  —  yes,  that's  in  the  pilot  episode, 
comedy  (term  used  loosely)  about  sex-  God,  tiie  Devil,  and  Bob  is  the  compulsion  too  too  —  or  did  he  spe2ik  the  entire  universe 

crazed  aliens  and  dumb  earfnlings.  many  of  us  apparently  feel  to  create  God  in  into  existence  (Gen.  1)?, 

♦  That  70's  Show,  a  Fox  comedy  (term  our  image,  instead  of  me  other  way  around.  Christians  have  ready  answers  to  such 
used  loosely)  about  sex-crazed  teenagers  Is  God  a  glib  dude  in  cool  sunglasses  deep  mysteries,  and  it’s  time  we  began 
and  dumb  parents.  who  hangs  out  in  the  neighborhood  bar  sharing  those  answers  witii  a  lost  world. 

In  God,  the  Devil,  and  Bob,  chums  God  and  drinks  only  light  beef,  or  is  he  the  great  Can  Hollywood  be  turned  around  to  the 

cmd  the  devil  make  a  friendly  wager  to  pin  I  Am  who  sits  on  a  heavenly  throne  of  tmht  truth?  Can  America  be  turned  around  to 
humanity's  survival  on  an  aimless  Detroit  encircled  by  an  emerald  rambow  (Rev.  4)?  the  trutii?  It  will  be  a  daunting  task,  but 
autoworker.  Are  God  and  Satan  long-time  pals,  or  are  remember  that  all  things  are  possible 

The  pilot  episode  has  something  to  they  at  continual  war  with  each  other  for  through  the  true  God  we  serve  —  and  he's 
offend  just  about  anyone  in  the  main-  the  souls  of  men  and  women  (1  Peter  5:8)?  not  the  television  version.  Let's  get  busy! 
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le  historic  Baptist  position 


LAYOUT/DESIGN 
Joy  I  in  Davis 


A.  on  alcohol  has  been  one  of  GUI 
total  abstmence.  Not  so  very  long  . 
ago  it  was  still  fairly  common  to 
walk  into  a  Baptist  church  and 
see  the  church  covenant,  framed 
and  prominently  displayed,  bear- 
ing  me  statement  that  '^we  agree 
to  abstain  from  all  practices  that 
would  harm  our  bodies  and 
lessen  our  influence  for 
Christ.. ."cff  mcwe  strongly,  "...we 
engage  to  abstain  from  the  sale 
of,  and  use  of,  intoxicating  drinks 
as  a  beverage..."  In  fact,  one  may  still  occa¬ 
sionally  enter  a  rural  church  building  and 
find  such  a  covenant  on  the  wall. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  not  only  has  the 
covenant  statement  virtually  disappeared 
(I  had  trouble  finding  a  copy  for  this  arti¬ 
cle),  but  the  commitment  to  aostinence,  to  a 
large  degree,  has  gone  with  it.  It  is  believed 
that  40%  of  ^uthem  Baptists  who  regular¬ 
ly  attend  church  are  at  least  social  drinkers 
and  some  have  serious  alcohol  problems. 
Not  only  is  alcohol  use  overlooked,  some 
congregations  impose  silence  on  the  issue 
because  they  gre^ily  welcome  the  dollars 

fiven  to  the  murch  offering  by  successful 
usiness  owners  who  are  purveyors  of  the 
substance.  What  happens  to  outspoken 
advocacy  of  the  belief  that  the  wise  person 
will  not  use  strong  drink  (Prov.  20.1)? 

Alcc^l  continues  to  be  the  numl^  one 
drug  of  abuse  in  the  United  States.  Why  has 
the  church  huled  to  take  a  stronger  stand  at 
least  witiiin  its  own  membershi{^  When  did 
the  emphasis  on  abstinence  as  a  focused 
point  or  discussion  disappear?  When  did 
tear  of  the  displeasure  of  tiie  social  drinking 
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shows  Jhat  strong  drink 
destroys  you  (Nah.  1:10;  Prov. 
23:29-32),  your  family  (Gen.  9;1932),  your 
financial  security  (Prov.  23:21),  your  judg¬ 
ment  (Prov.  20:1;  23:19-21),  your  abihty  to 
lead  (Prov.  31:4  and  I  Hm.  3:2-3, 8),  and  your 
relationship  with  God  (Hosea  4:11;  Gal. 
5:19-21;  I  Cor.  6:9-10)." 

The  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  (ERLC)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  has  produced  a  pledge 
card  that  represents  an  effort  to  call  us  back 
to  our  historic  Baptist  commitment  to  total 
abstinence  from  ^cohol  as  a  beverage  and 
total  abstinence  from  any  illegal  substance. 

Consider  calling  ERLC  at  ^)  475-9127 
and  ordering  enough  commitment  cards 
for  your  entire  congregation.  The  cards  are 
available  free  of  charge  while  supplies  last. 
Perhaps  it  is  time  for  our  pulpits  to  force- 
fuUy  preach  on  this  subject  ana  then  call  on 
church  members  to  make  a  commitment  to 
an  alcohol-and  drug-free  lifestyle  by  sign¬ 
ing  the  pledge. 

Holmes  is  the  forrtm  senior  consultant  Jor 
womm's  and  jamily  issues  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 
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Penitentiary  graduation  yields  21  degrees 


ANGOLA,  U.  (BP)  —  As  -  »' 

the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  inmates  sang,  W 
shined.  Wim  m 
raised  towards  heav-  » 
en,  the  men  clad  in  black  A 

gowns  and  caps  celebrated  |a  . 

re  first  four-year  »adua-  |m 
tidn  service  ever  to  to  held  |^K 
the  Angola 

"I'm  trading  my  sorrows," 
drey  sang.  "I^  trading  my 

down  for  ttre  joy  the  Lord." 

as  many  as  two 
four  years  mtensive 
studies  exchange 
for  adorned  with 

these  21 
inmates  under- 

degrees  31 

mm  New  Orleairs  Seminary  V^^BHHIHHiHHIHl 
^OB'IS),oTOofsbcsemin^-  jq  MINISTER  —  Chuck 

UK  of  the  Southern  Baptist  seminary  (NOBTS),  congratulates  in 
Coi^enhon.  .his  Bachelor  of  General  Studies  de] 

i^e  Angola  extension  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  in  Anj 
center,  set  amidst  18,000  enclos^  by  razor  wire  and  steel  ba 
acrK  of  farmland  encloTOd  centers  that  NOBTS  currently  ope 
by  barbed  wire  ^d  steel  through  the  tri-partnership  between 
bars,  IS  one  of  16  centers  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention,  and  I 

the  seminary  currently  _ _ _ 

operates.  The  center  was 

started  in  1995  after  hundreds  evangelized  prisons,  but 
of  prisoners  had  completed  needs  people  to  be  shepherds. 

the  "Experiencing  God'^  Bible  "Wiwcome  to  the  place  where  said,  "I  am  not  here  simply  to 
study  cmd  wanted  more  edu-  men  are  not  ashamed  of  the  confer  your  degree.  I  am  here  to 
cation  to  prepare  themselves  Gospel,  to  be  judged,  to  agree,  look  you  in  your  face  and  tell 
for  ministering  within  prison  to  repent,  and  see  God's  grace,"  ,  ■  • 

congregations.  said  John  Robson,  director  of  training  is  because  the  church 

"The  extension  center  at  the  Angola  extension  center,  at  needs  your  work  in  ministry, 
Angola  was  birthed  out  of  a.  the  ceremony's  beginning,  whether  it  be  through  letters, 
dream  to  reach  our  entire  state  "Welcome  to  a  place  where  church  planting  (inside  and 
of  Louisiana  for  Christ,"  said  men  pray  by  givmg  up  their  outside),  or  through  witnessing 
Thomas  Strong,  NOBTS  dean  strug;gle  and  center  down  and  to  ^ards  and  other  inmates." 
of  the  college  of  undergraduate  rest  m  him,"  he  said.  ‘  Warden  Burl  Cain  exhorted 

studies.  "I  have  told  your  story  every-  the  graduates  to  be  a  shining 

"TTie  students  who  CTaduat-  where  I  have  been,"  said  light  within  the  prison.,  A 
ed  are  men  whose  faith  in  NOBTS  President  Chuck  Kelley  Cnristiati  himself,  Cain  said, 
Christ  is  genuine  and  who  are  to  the  graduates,  family  mem-  "You  will  see  many  obstacles, 
determined  to  reach  the  world  bers,  and  prison  officials  attend-  Security  people  will  turn 
in  which  they  now  find  them-  ing  the  ^aduation  ceremony,  against  you,  and  other  inmates 
selves  for  Christ,"  Strong  noted.  Referring  to  "the  story  of  how  in  will  turn  against  you,  but  you 
"In  here,  you  cannot  fake  this  place  devoted  to  punish-  must  turn  me  other  cheek." 
Christianity,"  said  inmate  grad-  ment,  God  is  doing  restoration,"  "The  ^atest  hero  of  the  faith 

uate  John  Sheehan.  "People  are  Kelley  conferred  four  associate  was  just  Tike  you  ...  in  a  Roman 
watching  24  hours  a  day."  in  pastoral  ministries  degrees,  version  of  Angola  penitentiaty," 

Now  with  more  than  100  one  bachelor  of  arts  degree,  and  Kelley  told  the  CTaduates,  refer- 


sake.  Kelley  paraphrased 
Paul's  words:  "Do  every¬ 
thing  qn  the  outside  that  I 
am  doing  on  the  inside. 
Stand  firm  in  the  midst  of 
the  gospel.  It  is  hard  on 
ffie  outside  or  inside.  Join 
me  in  his  suffering." 

Paul  put  himself  in 
Charm's  way  for  sake  of 
gospel,  Kelley  said.  "Our 


■same  challenge  is  to  put  our 

life  on  the  line  for  sake  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

'^e  can  suffer  because 
of  ffie  bad  choices  we  made 
in  our  lives  or  because  of 
the  bad  choices  of  offiers," 
Kelley  said,  "or  we  can  siif- 
fer  because  of  our  devotion 
to  Jesus  Christ." 

Calling  him  the  original 

ley  (right),  president  of  New  Orleans  ^  !!!!? 

e  John  Anthony  Sheehan,  who  received 
from  NOBTS's  extension  center  at  the 

:  Set  amidst  1 8,000  acres  of  farmland  friends,  mw  church  H^ts 
ie  Angola  center  is  one  of  1 6  extension  and  divisions, 
s.  The  graduation  was  made  possible  hungry,  and  dis- 

on  Association  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  the  comagea. 

ITS.  (BP  photo  by  Doy  Cave)  us  that  we 

_ _ _ '  ' _  can  t  be  m  a  circumstanre 

that  he  won't  make  pre- 
In  hi§  message  to  the  gradu-  cious.  When  you  stand  in  ffont 
ates,  the  seminary  president  of  him  at  the  end  of  your  days, 

■  ■  »  after  all  the  hurt  and  discour- 

degree.  I  am  Here  to  agement,  so  great  will  be  the 
’1  .glory  in  your  soul,"  Kelley 
you  that  the  reason  for  your  preached.  "On  your  mouth 
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FamilyNet  is  Dove  nominee 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  "An  Evening  with  The 
Martins,"  a  one-hour  musical  celebration  produced  and  bibad- 
cast  by  the  North  American  Mission  Board's  (NAME) 
FamilyNet  subsidiary  has  been  nominated  for  the  Gospel 
Music  Association's  Dove  Awards  in  the  category  of  Loi^- 
Form  Music  Video  of  the  Year. 

Addition^y,  a  total  of  10  projects  of  FamilyNet,  part  of 
NAMOB's  broadcast  communications  groiq>,  have  been  named, 
finite  in  ^  19^.Tfe|fe^ards  —  a  record  number  <rf  ’Bally 
Awards  received  in  a  single  y^.  ^  : 

The  Dov^  Awaida sitog^izeymd  honors aduevernentM, 
excellence  i|i  mu^.  The  awards  oeremtxty  vw  be 

held  Agri  20  in  N^^^ilk,  llBnn. 

The  Te%  Awaim  ^e  recognitirm  to  outstandix^ 
wo^  filni  uid  video  productkHitf.  Entries  are 

but  against  a  cpatmco  standard 
juat^  4l"18  percent  of  entries  repj^ 
i  1^  a  '^finalist,''  whileabout7-lQ%|eoeb^ 

is  a  natkittt  ^eleviafeKi  mrtwork  t^fering 
uninmg  ti^Ngh  services,  c^le  trievF 


Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  Dunwoody  Church,  Atlanta,  announces  he  will 
be  nominated  for  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC).  He 
said  the  bedrock  Baptist  belief  is  "nothing  less  than  Jkus  himself,"  and 
jnot  the  list  of  four  things  in  the  SBC  Peace  Committee  report. 


Arlington  Heights  Church,  Pascagoula,  dedicates  its  new  sanctuary. 
Earl  Kelly,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jackson,  preaches  at  the  afternoon  dedication  cere¬ 
mony.  Howard  Taylor  is  pastor. 


f  Chester  Quarles,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Sylacauga,  Ala.,  accepts  ffie 
p>osition  of  executive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  A  native  of  Gulfport,  Quarles  is  well  known  in  Mississippi,  having 
served  as  pastor  of  First  Church,  Leland,  before  being  called  to  Alabama. 
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BMDF  hears  Rankin  at  national  meeting 


Amy  Tuck,  Mississippi's 
newly-elected  lieutenant  gov¬ 
ernor,  welcomed  attendees  to 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


encouraged  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
re  professionals  attend-  Convention  Board's  church 
ing  the  national  meet-  musk  department,  served  as 
ing  the  Baptist  worship  leader  for  the  meeting. 

Medical  Dental  Musical  guests  included  Jubilant 

Fellowship  (BMDF)  in  Brass;  Alien  Harris,  minister  of 
Jackson  Feb.  24-27  music  at  North  Oxford  Church, 
to  a  Oxford;  the  William  Carey 

need  of  the  Collie  guitar  choir;  and  the 
Gospel  message.  Mississippi SingingChurchmen. 

"God  is  The  2001  BN^F  national 

providence  and  power  meeting  will  be  held  Feb.  22-25 
to  fulfill  his  purpose,  at  the  Adam's  Mark  Hotel  in 

The  world  is  moving  Memphis.  GRE^INGS  —  Jerry  Rankin  (right),  president  of  the 

toward  a  time  when  For  more  information  on  International  Mission  Board,  is  greeted  by  Oklahoma  City 
people  cannot  depend  BMDF,  contact  executive  direc-  physician  Fred  Loper  (center),  president  of  the  Baptist 
on  their  culture,  but  tor  James  D.  V>^lliams  at  899  M^ical  Dental  Fellowship  (BMDF),  and  Laurel  orthopedic 
only  on  Jesus  Christ,"  Madison  Avenue,  Memphis,  surgeon  John  McGraw  after  Rankin  addressed  BMDF 
said  the  native  TN  38146.  Tele-phone:  (901)  members  at  their  national  meeting  Feb.  25  in  Jackson. 
Mississippian  and  227-5973.  E-mail:  BMDF®  McGraw  served  as  program  chairman*  for  the  meeting, 
graduate  of  Baptist-  compuserve.com.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

affiliated  Mississippi 


music  at  North  Oxford  Church, 
Oxford;  the  William  Carey 
College  guitar  choir;  and  the 
Mississippi  SingingChurchmen. 

The  2001  BMDF  national 
meeting  will  be  held  Feb.  22-25 
at  the  Adam's  Mark  Hotel  in 


Calhoun  to  host  CJ  2000  Crusade 

CALHOUN  CITY,  MS  (5pedai)  —  Calhoun  Counts  Celebrate  Jesus  2^  Crusade, 
^cmsored  by  CaBiouiv  Assodaticm,  will  be  April  2-5  at  the  coun^  fiuiU^unds  ui 
nttsbmo.  Ihe^ai  ofdieCekiHaleJesus  2000  mpvematt  is  toevangd&e^peopk  di^ 
ing  the  yw  :®00,  atxsuExiii^  to  crt^de  chaii|^  Max  Pdce,  ]p«for  <iF  &fe  M 
Chui^  ^uce,  and  W^ityr^  GI^I^  Calhcmn  Atehxlatian  diiedor  inise^^ 

Mkt^ssipta  B^^tbts  nave  adapted  tihe  Celdbrata  J^us  2000  movemexit  golds,  and  the 
prc^ram  is  Wii^  directed  bv  me  evangelsBi  d^piutment  of  the  Mistdte^^  Bs^ptist 
Ccmvention  Bdii^  PdBCB).  Lading  die  evaiMitti^  services  in  Tid^>oh>  Wili  be  Jim 
Futral,  MBCB  executive  diiectCHr-treasurer:  Mu^  leader  will  be  L.  Ckah«h:Simth,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  bfBCB  church  mci^c  d«>artment 

The  services  wiH  be  in  orte  of  tw  fsurground's  open-air  pavUkni^  as  weather  permits, 
<»  in  the  endosed  multi-purpose  building. 

Some  a]£»  of  t9w  state  b^^  die  Kiile  distrilaihon  p(»tion  of  the  2000 

prcgram  last  yea^WKle  other  areas  of^Steie^viIlbi|^b%ie  didribuiamltt  lhe%irih^ 
ctf  d^yeac  in  Mississippi,  63  of  the  staters  Baptist  assocs^om  have  d»lar3>Qted  ixKite  ftan 
*al  ffibles,  according  to  MBCB  evangdiRn  dkectur  SA.  “Sarttw'’  Adidns. 
nty  churches  have  b^  contacted  arvrwilipmtidp^.  Price  and  Gulktt  said. 
jSIpjim  Assodatkm  dmrdies  have  be^  very  active  ki  dieCrusade  pkmning, 
rd^knis  ceime,  and  distrdnitir^  Btl^.  Someehtmche^  sudias  Viudaman 
Church,  ^rdaman,  are  fofegmr^  their  %nrmg  revivals  to  parSc^te  in  Sm  Crusade. 

Gull^  also  reported  that  Cajomzn  County  has  been  adli^ed  sa  one  mdiiee  $tl»  for 
^  Fall  2000  leviv^  focused  on  ^atd^-^>ealeffw  people.  'Bw  other  two  sites  ate  Benton 
and  Lee  Counties.  Homer  MartmeE,  brolhra’  of^  Me  evangdist  An^  Martinez,  will 
be  the  evangefist  for  the  Spanbh-^peaking  crusades. 

For  more  informatkm  on  the  two  crusaaes,  contact  Gulled  at  P.O.  Drawer  S,  Calhoun 
City,  MS  38916.  Telephone;  (662)  628-626Z 


.  College  in  Clinton. 

"Why  do  you  go?  Because  God  compels 
you  to  go  to...  demonstrate  the  reality  of 
your  faim,  that  they  might  see  Jesus  Christ 
m  you,"  Rankin  pointed  out. 

,  He  quoted  Eze.  36:23,  •  Which  states, 
"...  Then  the  nations  will  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord,  declared  the  Sovereign  Lord, 
when  1  show  myself  holy  through  you 
before  their  eyes  (NTV)." 

He  told  of  adending  a  pastor's  confer¬ 
ence  recently  in  Bangalore,  India,  where  a 
pastor  described  bemg  beaten  nearly  to 
death  by  villagers  angry  at  his  adempts  to 
share  the  Gospel. 

As  soon  as  his  doctors  released  him 
from  his  hospital  convalescence,  Rankin 
said,  the  pastor  returned  to  the  same  vil¬ 
lage  and  again  started  preaching  the 
Gospel.  Today,  one  of  the  young  men  who 
participated  m  his  beating  is  pastor  of  the 
village's  new  church. 

Laurel  orthopedic  surgeon  John 
McGraw,  program  chairman  for  the  nation¬ 
al  meeting,  said  over  500  people  adended 
the  evening  sessions. 

"A  lot  of  die  folks  (in  attendance)  thought 
it  was  the  best  progreun  we've  ever  had,"  for 
the  BMDF  meetings,  McGraw  reported. 


HARRELL  GARNERS 

AWARD  —  Paul  Harrell  (right), 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  part¬ 
nership  department,  is  recog¬ 
nized  for  his  long-running  com¬ 
mitment  to  missions  by  Jackson 
dentist  Bill  Boteler  Feb.  24  in 
Jackson  at  the  national  meeting 
of  the  Baptist  Medical  Dental 
Fellowship.  Harrell  is  the  retired 
director  of  the  MBCB  brotJier- 
hood  department.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


75  protesters 
show  up  at 
Fla.  conference 

BRANDON,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
About  75  people  holding  signs 
protested  peacefully  on  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  a  Southern 
Baptist  church  where  a  confer¬ 
ence  on  homosexual  issues 
facing  youth  was  held  Feb.  26, 
according  to  a  report  in  the  St. 
Petersburg  Times.  The  "Love 
Won  Out"  conference,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Focus  on  the  Family, 
was  attended  by  about  700 
people  at  Bell  Shoals  Church, 
Brandon,  Fla. 

Conference  organizers  sent 
out  water  and  soft  drinks  to  the 
protesters,  who  gathered  as 
participants  were  leaving  the 
conference  around  5:30  p.m., 
the  Times  reported.  Prior  to  the 
conference,  Seminole  Heights 
and  Idlewild  churches  in  the 
Tampa  Bay  area  had  been  van¬ 
dalized  with  slogans  in  pink 
spray  paint  by  a  group  calling 
itself  "Coalition  to  Convert 
Baptists,"  and  Idlewild 
received  a  bomb  scare  Feb.  1 3. 

Ken  Alford,  president  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Conventkxi  and 
former  piastor  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church  in  Clinton,  is  the 
pastor  of  Bell  Shoals  Church. 


Calhoun 


Values 

There  was  a  story  in  the 
news  that  gave  a  new  twist  to 
our  "twisted"  values  here  in 
America.  The  story  was  about 
"road  rage."  A  womcm  stuck  in 
traffic  bumped  the  car  in  front 
of  her.  While  no  damage  was 
done,  the  man  in  the  car  got  out 
cind  as  he  was  walking  back 
toward  the  woman's  car  ne  was  think  aboul 
screaming  at  her.  Standing  '  feel  rage  at 
beside  the  car  ventmg  his  anger,  rage.  It  brir 
the  man  reached  tl^ugh  the  al  intolerai 
window,  grabbed  the  woman's  are  intolera 
do^  and  threw  the  small  ani-  yourrespec 
m^  out  into  the  traffic  where  it  lack  of  resp 
was  hit  and  killed.  The  man  Maybe  li 
walked  back  to  his  car,  got  in,  our  feeling 
and  took  off  —  escape!  A  such  as  this 
reward  went  out  for  his  capture,  ing  to  discc 

No  doubt  many  of  you  read-  which  we  h 
ing  this  share  some  of  the  feel-  tized.  Thin 
ings  that  I  had  when  I  first  read  that  do  no' 
it  —  anger,  disbelief,  sadness,  any  more: 
consternation,  and  some  feel-  college  stuc 
ings  I  do  not  know  how  to  alcohol-reh 
describe.  It  is  strange,  when  you  wrecks;  on 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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North  American  missionaries  commissioned 

NORCROSS,  Ga.  (BP) 


"What  qualifies  you  to  be 
a  missionary  is  that  you  are 
sinners  savM  by  CTace,"  he 
said.  "The  same  ming  that 
qualifies  ...  everyone  in  here 
to  be  a  missionary  — 
because  we're  either  a  mis- 
sionaty  or  a  mission  field. 

^"When  you  go  out,  it's  not 
what  you  do  for  God  that 
matters,  it's  what  God  does 
in  your  heart  and  through 
you,"  he  added  later.  "Tne 
power  of  the  call  is  the  per¬ 
son  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Singer  also  reminded  the 
church  that  the  missionaries 
are  being  sent  out  by  them 
and  other  churches  across 
the  country. 

"This  is  a  partnership. 

I  They  are  your  mouth,  and 
licrophone)  and  Steve  hands,  ^d  your  feet  to 
1  Mission  Board  mis-  8°  places  that  you  could 
:htree  Corners  Baptist  8°'  ^  jaid.  They  go 
HOPE  Baptist  Center  of  plaoes  like 

inity  missions  director  to  student  campuses 

urch  in  New  Albany,  aUoverViigi^,  to  rur^areas 
mini<;trv  Amenca  ttiat  dont  even 

- - -  have  one  evcmgelical  church. 

ff,  associational  They  are  to  be,  and  you  are  to  be, 
atalytic  mission-  a  vessel  to  beeu-  his  name." 
ic  groups,  and  The  event  was  the  first  of  six 
nistry  roles.  church-based  commissioning 

(r,  executive  vice  services  scheduled  this  year 
AMB,  reminded  through  the  North  American 
>n  that  the  quali-  Mission  Board.  Other  services 
xl's  call  on  the  will  be  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.; 
ssionaries  is  the  Sutton,  W.Va.;  Falls  Creek, 
t  one  respect  for  Okla.;  Woodstock,  Ga.;  and 


A  group  new  mission- 
members  a  sub- 
Atlanta  church  were 
challenged  during  a  North 

Board 
commissioning 
to  remember 
Christ's  purpose  as  he  min- 
to  tne  tax  collector 
Zacchaeus 

knew  he  could 
change  Zacchaeus  he  could 
begin  to  change  the  world," 
said  Bob  pastor 

Peachtree  Comers 
which  hosted  die 

the-crowd  acted  as 
to  2^cchaeus 
able  to  see  Jesus, 

Homer  sometimes 

''the  crowd"  of  (^stians  COMMISSIONING  SERVICE  —  Natl 
same  for  non-  gpj  Carolyn  Faith  (left)  were  among  / 
Chi^tians  today.  sionaries  commissioned  during  a  Feb. 

Sometimes  we  crowd  church  in  Norcross,  Ga.  Bishop  serves 
out  all  people  from  really  jp  Detroit,  Mich.  Steve  Faith  serves  as  c 
seemg  the  Mvior,  Homer  jor  the  Southeastern  Association  and  | 
said.  ...  Many  hmes  we  |pj  vvhile  Carolyn,  his  wife,  works  as 

simply  don  t  understand  - 

how  lost  this  world  is.  And  as  the  United  States  and  Canada 
we  as  a  church  help  send  out  supported  by  Southern  Baptists 
these  missionaries,  it's  not  just  through  the  convention's 

diey  that  go  out.  We  go  out  Cooperative  Program  giving 
[through  them]."  channel  and  the  Annie 

The  37  couples  and  two  sin-  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
gle  missionanes  were  commis-  North  American  Missions, 
sioned  to  serve  in  a  variety  of  The  new  missionaries 

roles  across  the  United  States  include  church  planters,  inner- 
and  Canada,  joining  about  city  missions  center  directors, 
5,000  other  missionaries  across  volunteer  coordinators,  state 


to  A 

ihe.  NorAi  Ameiiq^n 
Joaid.  Ihe  pievious  j 
t,504«etin1996. 

Additfoaiaiiy,  mo 
half  of  ^  con^rei^ 
mi  were- 

successful 

exfKtod  the  Samum 


cuitorat^ii^.  ,  ^ 

A  reoxd  675 
es  wete  edinic 
Americai^ 
inckMiii^  311 


H^jm,  »)d  %  Koreeih. 
African  American  congregar 


tkms  numbeied  225. 

The  total  number  of  rio^ 
cor^regations  irtotuded  - 
extsthw  churches  Adit  siSSmit- 
ed  wm  Souths  BaprisHclitfr 
ingtheye^r. 

States  widi  the  highest  rwnv 
berofdiurch  plants  w  the  year 


Texas  conservatives  meet  to  discuss  BGCT  standing 


Incorporation 
set  for  new 
Baptist  Conv. 


AUSTIN,  Texas  (BP)  —  The 
foundation  has  been  laid  for  a 
new..convention  of  Baptists  to 
be  based  in  Texas  that  encom¬ 
pass  churches  in  North, 
Central,  and  South  America, 
according  to  articles  of  incor¬ 
poration  filed  in  the  Texas 
Secretary  of  State's  office  by  a 
group  or  individuals  who  have 
been  critical  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Articles  of  incorporation  for 
"The  Baptist  Convention  of  the 
Americas"  were  filed  Oct.  16, 
1998,  by  Herbert  H.  Reynolds, 
identified  in  state  documents 
as  the  new  convention's  regis¬ 
tered  agent.  Also  listed  as 
members  of  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  the  Americas 
board  of  directors  are  John  F. 
Baugh  of  Houston;  W.  Winfred 
Moore  of  Waco;  and  Paul  VV. 
Powell  of  Tyler. 
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student  ministries. 

Bradshaw  is  still  active  even 
after  his  retirement  Jan.  31.  He 
has  been  serving  as  minister  of 
musk  with  First  Church,  Rio 
Rancho,  N.M.,  since  1997. 

McCaleb,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  used  one  form  ofc 
service  to  assist  in  his  service  tm 
ft^e  kingdom.  McCaleb  served 
in  the  South  Pacific  in  Worl^! 
VVar  n  before  returning  to  gain 
his  bachelor's  degree  from 
Mississippi  College  m  1949  and 


Goss 


Church, 


Columbia, 


ordained 


Mike  Duncan  as  deaconl 


on  Feb.  27.  David  Lai 


is  pastor. 


Jones 
Pelahatchie  and  a  m 


Robinh 


Church,  Brandcm,  recent¬ 
ly  returned  ftom  a  med¬ 
ical  mission  trip  to 
Honduras.  Picturea  with 


Jones  is  Don  Nerren,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Robinhood  Church- 


Ben  H.  Davis,  79,  of 
Mobile,  Ala.,  former 


minister,  died  Jan.  26.  He 
served  churches 


(12  to  47  passengers.  New  d  Used) 


Since  1953 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

(800)  370-6180 

•  LifeWay  Discount 

•  15  passenger  vans 

•  We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpontertxjs.com 


Port  Gibson  Church,  Port 
Gifa^n,  recently  held  deacon 
ordination  service  for  Burnice 
Trevilion  (first  row,  fourth 
from  left).  Chuck  Terrell  (sec¬ 
ond  row,  first  from  left)  is  pas¬ 
tor.  Also  pictured  are  the 
ordained  men  who  took  part 
in  the  service. 


Mississippi,  Alabama, 
and  Geor^a  for  about  35 
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Their  distinguished  careers  played  to  different  tunes 

FORT  lA^ORTH.  TpVAft  minic-l-nr  -1 ll 1 iir'  -*-  a  _  -- 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  faithful  ministry,  each“  was  hon-  a  bachelor  of  music  and  master 
One  man  held  a  state  convOThon  ored  as  a  distinguished  alumnus  of  religious  education  from 
position  that  often  meant  hlling  during  the  annual  Southwestern  Southwestern  in  1953 
multiple  p^iHons  simultane-  school  of  church  music  award  In  1956,  he  rejoined  the  Air 
ously.  ^otl^r  ^rved  Aurch^  Incheon  Feb.  18  at  University  Force,  and  began  serving  as  a 
biycK^onally  throughout  his  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  music  directOTm  Colorado  while 
minis^  A  third  served  Bradshaw  was  called  to  serving  the  nation  in  Wyoming 

I  music  r^tn.  in  1955  and  had  Through  his  retirement  In  19^; 
onginally  planned  to  attend  he  worked  for  the  country  and 
another  seminary.  God  had  the  kingdom  simultaneously, 
other  plans  for  the  native  That  career  as  a  bivocational 
^uisianan,  however,  so  minister  of  music  placed  a  pas- 
^  /  Bradshaw  and  his  wife,  Shirlev,  sion  in  McCaleb's  life  for  those 

After  fulfillmg  a  lif^e  of  came  west  instead  of  south,  who  serve  in  simUar  church 

Earning  his  master  of  music  situations. 

^m  Southwestern  in  1%5,  That  passion  led  to  the  pub- 
Bradshaw  served  as  a  music  lication  of  "Church  Music 
muster  m  five  states  until  1981.  RFD,"  a  volume  for  bivocaHon- 
At  that  time,  he  began  serving  al  music  leaders. 


Lxiuisianan,  nowever,  so 
Bradshaw  and  his  wife,  Shirley, 
came  west  instead  of  south. 
Earning  his  master  of  music 
from  Southwestern  in  1%5, 
Bradshaw  served  as  a  music 
minister  in  five  states  until  1981. 
At  ftiat  time,  he  began  serving 
with  ti\e  Baptist  Convention  of 


McCaleb,  like  Bradshaw,  is 
not  taking  retirement  easy.  "I'll 
retire  when  Satan  retires," 
McCaleb  said. 

For  James,  God's  call  to 
music  ministry  meant  a  lifetime 
with  a  single  community  of 
faith.  James  recently  retired 
after  33  years  of  service  with 
Wilshire  Church  in  Dallas. 

While  at  VNftlshire,  James  led 
a  music  program  for  all  ages, 
with  400  to  SjO  participants. 

While  James'  main  service 
has  been  to  Wilshire,  it  has  not 
been  his  only  imprint  on  music 
ministry  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Since  his  retirement,  James  is 
helping  to  coordinate  the 


wim  ^  Baptist^nv^tion  ol  McCaleb  also  established  a  helping  to  c^Sate  Ae 
New  Mexico,  often  filling  five  trust  to  fund  music  workshops  recording  of  a  new  children's 
posibons  at  once  under  the  offi-  for  bivocatiwial  music  ministo^  choir  book 
aal  title  of  director  of  music  and _  ‘  • 


DISTINGUISHED  ALUMNI  —  Southwestern  Seminary's  School 
of  Church  Music  honored  three  distinguished  alumni  Friday,  Feb. 
18,  at  University  Church  in  Fort  Worth.  They  are  (from  left)  WA 
Bradshaw,  James  L.  McCaleb,  and  William  H.  "Bill"  James.  (BP 
photo  by  Bryan  MuHey) 


The  Baptist  Record- 


e  served  in 
Mississippi 
include  Hope, 
Philadelphia; 
■ ,  Decatur; 
2yon, 
O  s  y  k  a  ; 
Fellowship, 
Summit;  Jayess, 
Jayess;  and 
Hill, 

Summit.  He  and 
his  wife  Myrtle 
iKrved  as  house 
ts  at  the 


four  years.  Davis  is  survived  by 
his  wife;  son,  Terry  Joe  Davis; 
and  one  granddau^ter. 


First  Church, 
ordained  Cliff 
Hardin  to  the 
ministry.  Hardin 
is  presently  on 
staff  at  First 
Church,  Jackscwi, 
as  pastoral  care 
pastor.  He  is  die 
son  of  Edwin 
and  Jean  Hardin 
of  Leakesville. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  is  Mack 
Strange,  pastor 
of  First  CTiurch, 
Leakesville  pre¬ 
senting  Hardin 
widi  a  Bible. 


Leakesville, 


Jones  and  Nerren 


Ron  -Langston,  former 
Zimbabwe  missicHiary,  has  been 
named  as  associate  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board's  volunteers  in 
missions  dq>artment.  Langston 
will  coordinate  volunteer  min¬ 
istries  and  recruitment  for  east¬ 
ern,  southern,  and  western  Africa 
and  help  raise  awareness  of  min¬ 
istry  opportunities  in  those  areas 
and  aroimd  the  world.  He  is  one 
of  six  regicHial  associate  directors 
in  die  department.  Before  coming 


Langston  and  his  wife,  Jan,  were 
^pointed  as  nussionaries  to 
^mbabwe  in  1983.  They  were 
the  first  missionaries  to  work 
with  Venda-speaking  nationals. 

The  Lang¬ 
stons  trans¬ 
ferred  to 
Botswana 
in  1994  to 
work  as 
church 
planters 
among  the 
K  a  1  n  g  a 
pie  of 
otswana 
’and  Zim- 
b  a  b  w  e  . 
Bom  in 
Memphis, 
Term.,  and 
reared  in 
Jonesboro, 
Ark.,  Langston  is  graduate  of 


Strange  and  Hardin 


ATK.,  Langston  is  graduate  of 
Park  College  in  Parkville,  Mo., 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Prior  to  missionary  appoint¬ 
ment,  he  served  wid\  tire  U.S. 
Air  Force  and  as  an  operations 
manager  for  a  building  supply 
company.  After  serving  as  a  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  in  Mississippi, 
he  was  pastor  of  Hopewell 
Church,  Bude;  associate  pastor 
of  Central  Church,  McComb; 
and  pastor  of  Bowman  Church, 
Lake  City,  Ark. 


Correction 

Oi  page  four  of  the  March  9 
editkm  of  The  Safest  Record, 
the  wife  of  retiring  Blue 
MowHain  Coiiege  p^ident  E. 
JHarold  Fishw  was  irKrorrecdy 
Indefttified;  Her  correct  name 
is  Martha  Fisher.  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  die  error. 


Srtnership 


issions 


^  Partnership  Missions  Department  ♦  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Ms  39205-0530  ♦  Phone  601-292-3398  ♦  Fax  601-292-3390  ♦  E-mail  PHARRELL®MBe8.ofG 


Purpose: 

TO  PROVIDE  an 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 
TO  USE  THEIR  SKILLS 
TO  WITNESS  FOR  CHRIST 
THROUGH  MISSION 
PARTNERSHIPS. 


God  reveals  bridge  plan  through  a  vision 


This  team  had  their  work  cut 
out  for  them,  because  with  all 
the  rain,  the  foundation  had 
not  even  been  laid.  When  they 
arrived,  they  started  laying  out 
the  building  and  used  picks  to 
dig  the  ditches  for  the  fovmda- 
tion.  Thank  God  that  it  didn't 


By  Archie  &  Virginia  Crawford 


Our  first  team  of  the  year  the  two  cor 
2000  (Higginbotham  team  church  fror 

from  Ala.)  arrived  during  the  tion  site  wl 
8th  consecutive  day  of  rain  for  houses  rect 
Honduras.  The  work  site  here  less, 
in  La  Ceiba  is  on  the  side  of  a  A  wavi 

moimtain  and  when  it  rains,  through 

the  road  there  is  impassable.  tfve  team 

We  started  looking  for  a  as  they 
place  and  a  need  elsewhere  for  thou^t  of 
this  team.  As  we  worried,  our  ways  to 
housekeeper,  who  is  a  pastor's  build  this 
wife,  assured  us  that  God  bridge, 

would  place  this  team  just  During 
where  he  wanted  them.  After  that  sec- 
even  the  4x4  Toyota  could  not  ond  night 
make  it  to  the  work  site,  we  in 
headed  to  El  Porvenir  where  Honduras, 
the  pastor's  house  was  in  con-  one  of  tfie 
struction. 

Arriving,  we 
found  that  ^e 
pastor  had  been 
praying  for 
someone  to 
come  help  him 
finish  his  house. 

While  we  sur¬ 
veyed  the  work 
ne^ed,  we  dis¬ 
cussed  a  real 


Gulf  at  Mexico 


LaCeiba 


HONDURAS 


communities  as  they  rain  (except  for  an  occasional 

tfianked  God  for  this  connec-  shower)  during  the  two 
tion.  The  pastor  rejoiced  as  he  weeks! 
told  us  of  the  ministry  oppor-  This  team  fou^t  against 

tunities  that  this  would  open  many  obstacles  and  worked 
up  for  the  church.  hard  to  put  the  block  walls  up 

The  remainder  of  the  week  and  the  n^f  on.  As  we  talked 
was  spent  working  on  tfie  pas-  to  the  Hondurans,  they  were 
tor's  house.  We  didn't  get  it  amazed  that  this  team  did  all 
finished,  but  the  team  felt  that  of  fius  in  just  two  weeks'  time, 

they  had  done  exactly  what  Many  times,  it  takes  that  long 

God  sent  them  here  to  do:  just  to  get  the  materials  deliv- 

build  the  bridge.  ered.  This  team  saw  every 

CXir  second  team  phase  of  the  construction  and 

(Haymon  team  from  La.)  who  did  it  Honduran-style. 
stayed  for  two  weeks,  went  to 

Barranco  Chele  to  build  a  Crawfords  are  partnership  coor- 

much  needed  church.  Barranco  dinatorsfdr  Honduras  North  Coast. 
Chele  is  a  new  commumty  Archie  and  Virginia  Crawford 
where  we  (TriState  Col.  Naranjal  Calk  Roatan  Casa  14 

Partnership)  have  built  26  La  Ceiba,  Atlantida,  Honduras 

houses,  but  when  they  finish  Phone:  011-504-443-4093 
there,  it  will  have  80  houses.  E-mail:  crawford@caribe.hn 


E.C.  Harpe  (front,  right)  gii^  the  key  to  a  new  house  to  a  pastor 
at  LeCeiba.  The  group  from  First  Church,  Richland,  built  the  house 
last  year. 


On  mission  -  God  at  work 


Mississippi  Baptists  will  participate  in 
10  new  church  starts  beginning  this 
year.  Four  of  these  will  be  in 
Maryland /Delaware  and  six  in  die 
other  foxir  northeast  convendons. 
Individuals,  churches,  and  assoda- 

Itions  will  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  provide  many  evan- 
geUstic  outreach  activities. 
This  sector  of  om  country 
contains  25%  of  our  nation's 
population.  God  is  giving 
Mississippi  Baptists  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  Ae  lives  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  who  live  in 
the  northeast. 

To  make  a  difference  in 
our  six  partnerships: 

•  We  must  be  a  people  of 
prayer.  # 

•  We  must  be  a  people 
who  go. 

•  We  must  be  a  people 
who  give. 

Please  know  that  the  Partnership 
Missions  Department  is  willing  to 
assist  anyone  who  is  seeking  to  be  on ' 
mission  for  our  Lord. 


allege  students  will  minister  to  4,000 
UkraLnian  youth  in  a  camp  this  sum¬ 
mer.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  drese 
youth  to  share  and  demonstrate 
moral-  based  education  and  training. 
Sudi  opportunities  are  evidence  of 
God  at  work  in  Ukraine. 

God  is  at  work  in 
Honduras.  This  year  the 
first  lady  of  Honduras  has 
opened  the  door  for  our 
medical/ dental  teams  to 
go  into  the  public  schools 
and  establish  a  health  card 
on  each  student.  By  doing 
this  we  have  the  opportu- 
nity  to  witness,  distribute 
Bibles,  and  conduct  evan- 
gelistic  services  at  night  to 
include  parents.  This  min- 
istry  will  allow  us  to 
relate  to  290,000  school 
children  during  these  next 
three  years.  What  an  IHHHH 
opportunity  to  be  in  the  partnership  of 
sharing  the  gospel  with  thousands  of 
people. 

God  is  at  work  in  Maryland/ 
Delaware,  the  Northeast,  and  Boston. 


The  first  year  of  a  new  missions 
partnership  is  like  the  first  day  of 
Vacation  Bible  School.  You  just  have  to 
get  through  it.  The  second  day,  as  is 
tire  seamd  year,  you  settle  in  to  do 
meaningful  and  significant  work  for 
our  Lord. 

It  is  a  time  of  spiritual  enrichment 
to  observe  God  at  work  in  significant 
ways.  In  Ukraine,  KBSsissippi  Baptists 
are  initiating  steps  to  start  nine  new 
churches  in  the  Odessa  Oblast.  An 
oblast  is  a  political  subdivision  similar 
to  our  states.  Ukrainian  church 
planters  have  been  assigned  to  those 
nine  starts.  Each  of  the  nine  areas  in 
our  state  has  a  church  start  team  of  six 
persons  scheduled  to  go  to  the  Odessa 
Oblast  this  year.  It  is  our  objective  to 
begin  a  "church  planting  movement" 
in  the  whole  of  Ukraine. 

We  now  have  an  opportunity  to 
penetrate  the  public  school  system 
with  moral-based  education.  The  Bible 
will  be  the  foundation  for  this  new 
curriculum.  We  will  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  equip  teachers  to  teach  cre¬ 
ationism,  the  Bible,  and  family  life  val¬ 
ues.  Forty  Christian  high  school  and 


To  make  a 
difference  in  our 
six  partnerships: 

•  We  must  he 

a  people  of  prayer. 

•  We  must  be 
a  people  who  go. 

•  We  must  be 

a  people  who  give. 
-  Paul  Harrell 


Maryland  men's  rally  a  first 

By  Kenny  Heath,  associational  missionary 
Western  Baptist  Association,  La  Vale,  Md. 


Sometimes,  God  blesses  us  through  our  partnerships,  not 
through  planned  actions,  but  by  just  being  together  Back  in  late 
Novendfei^  I  got  ti>e  opportunity  to  visit  with  the  three  associations 
in  Miasiasfppi  partnered  with  us — ^Kemper;  Winston,  and 
hfisaieaippL  While  witii  Alton  Foster  and  the  good  folks  in  the 
Mississippi  Assodaticm,  I  had  tiie  privilege  of  being  part  of  tiieir 
quarterly  Baptist  Men's  rally. 

Following  a  fantastic  barbecue  chicken  diruier  provided  by  the 
rrten  of  Liberty  Church,  Liberty,  we  gathered  to  hear  an  inspiring 
message  fiom  Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  he 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ccmvention  Board.  I  was  astounded  at  the 
turnout — 100  men  from  teens  to  80-yearH>lds,  and  were  they  ever 
fired  up  for  missioits.  After  I  shared  for  a  few  minutes  about  what 
God  was  doing  in  Western  Maryland  and  West  Virginia,  I  hmk  they 
would  have  loaded  up  he  bus  to  come  help  us  if  we  had  cme  in  he 
parking  lot. 

IWo  weeks  later;  back  honne  in  Marylarul,  I  shared  his  experi- 
eiKe  wih  several  men  as  they  set  up  La  Vale  Baptist  Church's  live 
nativity.  A  week  later;  I  received  an  invitaticm  to  share  what  I  had 
seen  a^  heard  wih  a  meeting  of  B^rtist  Men  frran  all  of  our  19 
churches.  Now,  urklerstand  hat  oidy  La  Vale  and  perhaps  one  or 
two  of  our  oher  churches  have  any  kind  of  Baptist  MetVs  group. 

'  The  La  Vale  men  felt  led  of  he  Lord  to  invite  all  of  our  asscxia- 
iDn's  rrren  to  come  to  heir  meeting  to  hear  what  Gcxl  is  doing  among 
Mississippi  Association's  merv  and  to  seek  what  he  would  want  to  do 
hrough  our  men  to  reach  lost  people  for  Christ  They  would  even 
prcrvim  a  continental  breakfast  which  has  sirHe  been  upgraded  to  a 
fuU  breakfast.  So,  all  of  a  suddetv  on  Feb.  19,  we  had  our  first  perhaps 
ever;  asscxiational  Baptist  Men's  rally.  See  what  God  is  doing  uuough 
our  partnership,  even  when  we're  ji^  fellowshipping. 

Kenneth  HeaOi,  1101  National  Highway,  La  Vale,  MD  21502 

Phone:  301-729-6966  (Office);  FAX:  301-729-5*95.  E-tndl:  WBAMD@juno.com 


Missions  includes  more  than  just  "going" 

You  can  he  a  missionary  for  a  wedc  if  you  are  able  to  travel  to  one  of  Mississippi 
Baptists'  partnership  areas.  If  you  cannot  do  that,  you  can  still  support  the  min¬ 
istry  with  prayer,  financial  aid,  used  eyeglasses,  Bible  school  materials,  Bibles  and 

other  items.  Beginning  this  year,  each  Partnership  volunteer  will  be  given  five 
prayer  bracelets  to  pass  on  to  supporters  for  vxaring  prior  to  and  during  the  mis¬ 
sion  trip.  If  God  has  moved  your  heart  toward  missions,  ask  him  to  laid  you  con¬ 
cerning  your  support  of  this  work. 


Many  Ukraninans  still  open  to  Gospel 

.  .."WearrivedmOde^aonJ^.  Kimberly  has  been  busy  with 


Kimberly  has  been  busy  with 
children,  but  has  foimd  time  to 
lead  several  women's  groups  in 
Experiencing  God,  an  effective 
evangelism 

Dale, 

"We  are  chal- 
lenged  every 
day  with  a 
changing 

culture...many  are  still  open  to  the 
gospel  and  it  is  our  desire  for 
many  to  come  to  know  our  Lord. 
Your  prayers  are  not  only  wel¬ 
comed,  but  necessary." 

The  Ledbetters’  three  children 
are  Logan  James,  bom  in  1991; 
Caleb  Lively,  1995;  and  Megan 
Joy,  1998. 


Resident  missionaries  in  Odessa 


1, 1996,  in  the  midst  of  the  worst 
recorded  winter  in  70  years,”  said 
Dale .  "The  snow  stayed  on  the 
ground  for  three  months  and  the 
temperatures  plummeted  to  the 
teens  for  three  straight  weeks.  We 
survived,  however,  and  with  God's 
grace,  began  to  make  contacts  in 
the  area. 

"Thankfully,  God  saw  fit  to 
place  us  alongside  Vladimir 
Shemchishin  who  is  the  senior  pas¬ 
tor  in  the  region.  His  vision  and 
desire  to  evangelize,  start  churches, 
and  train  leaders  is  exemplary," 
said  Dale ,  who  noted  that  the 
region  has  seen  35  new  churches 
started  in  a  four-year  period. 

Dale  has  been  teaching  basic 
courses  in  evangelism,  church 
planting,  and  expository  preaching 
at  Odessa  International  Theological 
Seminary.  He  also  took  part  in  two 
church  plants:  in  the  dty  of  Kotovsk 
and  the  village  of  Vezerkah. 


After  completing  seminary  and 
pastoral  work  for  three  years  in 
Dickson,  Tenn.,  the  Lord  led  Dale 
and  Kimberly  Ledbetter  to  consider 
full-time  missions  service. 

Dale  visited  Ukraine  on  a 
short-term  volimteer  mission  trip 
in  the  Spring  of  1993  and  returned 
home  to  begin  the  journey  toward 
career  appointment  with  the 
International  Mission  Board. 

The  couple  was  appointed  at 
the  1994  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Orlando  and  arrived 
in  Kiev,  Ukraine,  in  October  of  that 
year  to  begin  language  study. 

Dale  recalls  the  first  few  years  as 
being  difficult.  Goods  were  hard  to 
come  by  and  irregular  at  best. 
Language  study  was  difficult  and 
Kimberly  gave  birth  to  their  second 
child  in  November  1995,  shortly  after 
completing  basic  langnage  study. 


We  arrived  in 
Odessa... in  the 
midst  of  the 
worst  recorded 
winter  in  70 
years! 

-Dale  Ledbetter 


Dale  Ledbetter 

P.O.  Box  3 

Odessa— 66 

Ukraine  65066 

E-mail:  ledbetter^paco.net 


Van  Dyess  of  Jackson  (at  left  with  whistle)  trav¬ 
eled  to  Odessa,  LOdraine,  last  year  to  help  lead  a 
Vacation  Bible  School.  He  said,  "We  made  a  visit 
to  a  local  church  to  conduct  a  two-hour  Bible 
school.  Most  of  the  children  were  unchurched.  I 
believe  this  was  probably  the  greatest  blessing  I 
have  ever  received.  The  spirit  God  was  over¬ 
whelming.  The  people,  adults  and  children, 
greeted  ms  vrith  a  love  that  you  just  can 't 
describe.  Their  faith  in  God  was  tremendous.  I 
felt  somewhat  unworthy  to  even  be  there.  I  praise 
God  for  the  privilege  to  serve  him  and  be  a  part 
of  his  kingdom.  My  prayer  is  that  I  can  return 
someday  soon. ' 


Honduran  medical  clinic  completed 

by  Jim  and  Jane  Baldwin,  fieldside  coordinators,  Honduras 


We  have  just  completed  a  dynamic  medical  dink  invrdving  the  "Central  Sahid," 
the  govefkment  health  department,  vdio  abo  hd^)ed  us  in  our  dink.  I  do  not  have 
the  time  16  go  into  a  great  detail,  other  than  saying  it  was  marvelously  suoceastoL 

I  believe  Christ  was  portrayed  in  three  wa]rB:  the  Good  News  of  his  resurrec- 
tkm  and  salvatiorv,  using  his  medkds  of  healing,  and  leaving  die  villa^  widi  a 
more  example  of  what  Christ  was  like. 

I  hope  «id  pray  diat  snore  of  our  teams  commit  to  diis  direct  iqiproach  of  car¬ 
rying  dieCo^pd  to  die  young  people  of  Honduras.  We  even  had  145  of  145  dul- 
dien  in  one  d^  come  to  kn^  die  Lord  in  the  Escuela  Jose  T.  Reyes  in  Yarumela, 
La  Par.  Dept 

PaMor  Armando  Mesu^  who  numy  people  have  come  to  know  and  kwe;  has  ded- 
kaled  himsdf  to  our  eveHnoeasipg  efii^  I  sinoerdy  bdkve  our  efforts  win  be 
revealed  to  the  way  school  kids  progress  thiou(^«hool  and  dieir  own  pnsond 
Uves^  even  adecttog  dieir  own  mends  and  family  and  taachers. 

f 

'  i 

JkBJBfd  Jane  BaUwin,  Calle  8,  Casa  152,  Colonia  Miramonte,  T^udgjdfar  Homdhtr^ 
Ph6m:&ll-B04-232-17€l  (O),  011-504-235-8080  (H);  E-mad:  mbdhtdkwiiLinterietkn 


Ukrainian  Baptist,  witnesses  during  a  communi¬ 
ty  worship  service  in  suburban  Odessa  to  a 
woman  who  attended  the  service.  Tracts,  written 
by  Gene  Gillis,  pastor  of  Cleary  Church,  Florence, 
were  handed  out  to  thox  who  requested  them. 


Partnership  Mission  projects  for  2000 


Ukraine  - 1999-2004  -  6  years 

Projects:  Crusades  _ 

Bible  Schools 
Construction 
Gospel  supper 

Honduras  -  Ongoing 
Projects:  Construction 

Evangelistic  outreach 


Cost:  $1,315 
Prayerwalks 
Bible  studies 
Evangelistic  outreach 


Cost:  $875 
Medical /Dental 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Partnership  Missions 
is  a  supplement  to 
The  Baptist  Record 
produced  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board's 
Office  of  Communication. 

1-800-748-1651 

601-968-3800 


3.  Maryland/Delaware  -  1999-2004  -  6  years  Cost:  Determined  by  team. 

Projects:  New  church  starts  Leadership  development  - 
Church  revitalization  Evangelistic  outreach 

4.  Impact  Northeast  -  2000-2007  -  8  years  Cost:  Determined  by  team. 

Projects:  New  church  starts  Student/ campus  initiatives 
Church  revitalization  Leadership  development 

5.  Boston  -  NAMB  -  Focus  city  -  2000-2002  -  3  years 

Cost:  Determined  by  the  team 

Projects:  Surveys  Relationship  development 

Bible  schools  Evangelistic  outreach 

Prayerwalks 

6.  Last  Frontier  -  OngoiBg  Cost:  To  be  determined 

Projects:  Prayer  support  linkages  Prayerwalks 
Evangelistic  outreach 

How  can  you  be  involved  in 
Partnership  Missions? 

1.  You  can  pray. 

•  Form  prayer  support  groups. 

•  Adopt  a  specific  missionary  to  support  with  prayer. 

•  Provide  prayer  support  for  a  specific  partnership  project. 

•  Select  an  unreach^  people  group  for  which  to  pray. 

2.  You  can  go  on  a  Partnership  project 

•  Be  exposed  to  another  culture  in  need  of  the  gospel. 

•  Experience  the  excitement  of  being  on  mission  in  an  area  of  your 
ch(X)sing. 

•  See  God  at  work  in  other  parts  of  our  country  and  world. 

3.  You  can  give  of  your  resources. 

•  Fund  specific  mission  projects. 

•  Make  it  possible  for  odiers  to  go  and  have  a  mission  experience. 

•  Support  individual  ministries. 

•  Help  provide  a  new  church  start. 

for  more  information  contact 

PARTNERSHIP  MISSIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  398 


Tom  and  June  Nolen,  volunteer  coordinators 
pr  Partnership  Missions  in  Ukraine,  sent  this 
listing  of  prayer  needs. 

1.  We  ask  prayer  for  the  church  of  Fontanka. 
Two  weeks  ago  we  went  there  to  start  a 
course  in  Experiencing  God.  It  is  an  exciting 
church  with  lots  of  yoimg  people  who 
have  not  yet  repented  but  are  interested  in 
the  Bible.  The  <hurch  meets  in  a  house, 
and  it  had  around  60  people  there  when 
we  attended.  Today  the  pastor  called  to 
tell  me  that  the  road  in  front  of  the  church 
slid  down  into  the  ocean  and  the  church 
was  so  badly  damaged  that  no  one  could 
enter  it.  This  church  was  on  a  cliff  over¬ 
looking  he  Black  Sea  with  a  beautiful 
view,  “niere  is  no  money  and  no  place  to 
meet. 

2.  We  ask  prayer  for  the  children  at  Nova 
Alchonka  where  we  meet  every  Sunday  in 
the  street  to  teach  Bible  school.  We  still 
have  around  25-30  every  week.  We  plan  to 
invite  their  mothers  on  Mother's  Day  to 
see  the  children  and  hear  them  sing.  Pray 
Gcxi  will  work  in  the  lives  of  these  adults 
that  need  Jesus.  Pray  tihat  we  will  find  a 
building  to  meet  in. 

3.  We  ask  prayer  for  the  church  at  Kotovka, 
which  has  stopped  building  because  of 
lack  of  funds  and  bad  weather.  Also^  pray 
tfx  the  pastor  aikt  his  wife  to  receive 
encouragement. 

4.  Please  pray  that  God  will  call  out  special 
people  for  ttie  teams  this  year — God-led 
people. 

5.  Pray  for  help  for  us  in  this  overwhelming 
undertaking.  Eighteen  teams  have  already 
signed  up.  Pray  for  the  necessary  transla¬ 
tors,  drivers,  arid  helpers. 

6.  Pray  for  us  to  have  energy  and  good 
health.  We  are  humbled  that  God  would 
allow  us  to  be  a  part  of  his  work  here  in 
Ukraine. 

7.  Pray  for  our  families  to  stay  God-centered, 
God-focused. 

8.  Pray  for  our  grandchildren  to  grow  in  the 
Lord. 

9.  We  praise  him  for  prayers  and  supjxjrt 
from  all  of  you. 

10.  We  praise  him  for  health,  safety,  energy  . 
and  help  for  our  duties  at  this  time. 

11.  We  praise  him  for  our  translator,  Victor. 

12.  We  praise  him  for  allowing  us  to  be  a  part 
of  his  work  here. 

"Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perpct  peace  whose  mind 
is  stayed  on  thee."  (Isa.  26:3) 

Thomas  and  June  Nolen 

P.O.  Box  3 

Odessa— 66 

Ukraine  65066 

Phone:  011-380-482-52-7510 

E-mail:  tandj@paco.net 


Henry  offers  vision  for  ERLC  Research  Institute 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Well-known  evangelical  scholar 
Carl  RH.  Henry  reissued  his 
decades-old  call  for  the  church 
to  "confront  the  culture  with  the 
message  of  the  Bible,"  in  open¬ 
ing  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission's 
(ERLC)  Research  Institute  Feb. 
17.  The  Institute  will  advise  and 
assist  the  ERLC  in  developing 
strategies  and  resources  that 
bring  Diblical  truth  to  bear  on 
moral  and  public  policy  issues. 

Henry,  founding  editor  of 
Christiamty  Today,  warned  in 
hi§  classic  text,  *The  Uneasy 
Conscience  of  Modem 
Fundamentalism,"  in  1947  that 
when  evangelicals  withdraw 


from  the  public  square,  others 
whose  message  is  antithetical 
to  Scripture  msh  to  fill  the  void. 

"Instead  of  total  disengage¬ 
ment  from  the  culture, 
Christians  should  challenge  it," 
Henry  offered  to  the  Institute's 
founding  fellows,  noting  an 
absence  of  godly  moral  influ¬ 
ence  upon  the  culture  has  had 
direct  theological,  social  and 
political  consequences. 

•  -  "What  has  happened  to 
America  as  moral  guardian  of 
the  nations?"  he  asked,  saying, 
"The  time  has  come  for 
America  again  to  qxhibit  to  the 
world  the  moral  leadership 
and  integrity  that  exhibits  and 
commends  ethical  democracy 
to  the  world." 


Get  a  free  analysis  from  The  Specialist! 

Last  year,  12,000  churches  took  advantage  of  the  free  on-site 
insurance  needs  analysis  from  Church  Mutual  —  the  company  that 
protects  mote  churches  than  any  other.  They  compared  their  present 
policy  with  a  Church  Mutual  proposal  and  quote.  Why  don't  you? 
Even  if  you  decide  not  to  accept,  you  get  a  valuable,  objective 
analysis  of  your  insurance  needs.  Simply  fill  out  and  send  us 
this  ad,  call  us  at  1-800-554-2642  or  visit  our  Web  site 
at  www.churchmutual.com/nccds/ 

NAME;^ _ 

TITLE: _ _ _ 

CHURCH  NAME: _ _ _ 

PHONE:  (  ) _ BEST  TIME  TO  CALL: _ _ 


Scad  to: 

Church  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
3000  Schuster  Lane,  PO.  Box  357 
MeiTin,Wl  54452 


March  16, 2000  - 


Church  A 
MutualU 

INI  INKIAIMI 


In  introducing  Heruy,  ERLC 
President  Richard  Land  said 
evangelicals  "owed  Dr.  Henry  a 
tremendous  and  incalculable 
debt  of  gratitude" 
for  his  "strong  and 
uTicompromising 
stance  and  his  will¬ 
ingness  to  apply  aca¬ 
demic  rigors  to  the 
issues  that  have  been 
so  seminal  in  the  last 
half  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury."  Land  saluted 
the  87-year-old 
Heniy  for  "vigorous¬ 
ly  blowing  on  the 
embers  of  the  refor¬ 
mation  trying  to 
ke^  the  glow  ^ve." 

Heniy  called  for 
evangelicals  to 
become  personally 
involved  m  evange-  INSTITl 
lism  and  to  encour-  &  Religioi 
age  young  people  to  Richard  Li 
enter  into  key  voca-  gelical  sch 
tions  so  they  "can  fellow  of  tl 
serve  and  give  the  the  Institut 


leadership  that  we  need"  in 
the  broader  culture,  and 
"beyond  that,  daily  devotions 
in  tne  Book." 


INSTITUTE  INAUGURATED—  SBC  Ethics 
&  Religious  Liberty  Commission  President 
Richard  Land  (right)  introduces  famed  evan¬ 
gelical  scholar  Carl  F.H.  Henry  as  a  founding 
fellow  of  the  ERLC's  Research  Institute  during 
the  Institute's  first  meeting  Feb.1 7. 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  firiMn  eternal  death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes^  Call  Today! 

Q  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan  today  for  free  informaticMi: 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  F  17  T-fiiffran 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Ambulance,  *  XallllOIl 

□  Medicare  Supplement  Insurance  Marketing 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates!  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

□  Long-term  Nursing  Care  I 

Also  bailable  Home  Health  Care!  1  1  tHJU-OO0«Z305 

□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan  □  Medicare  Supplement 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection  under  age  65 

and  on  disability 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 


-The  Rapiisi  RmiRn 
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Heaven  s  Gates  and  Hell's  Escatawpa  Church,  Escataw- 
Flames  will  be  presented  at  pa,  will  be  sending  volunteer  mis- 
Northcrest  Church,  Meridian,  sionaries  to  Brazu  on  March  23- 
March  19-21  at  7  p.m.  For  addi-  April  2.  They  will  be  constructing 
tional  information,  call  (601)  a  church  building  in  Bie  dty  (rf 
482-3498.  Riacho  Frio  in  south  Piaui.  The 


Coila  Church,  Carroll  Association,  held  baptism  services’ on  Feb. 
27.  The  church  recently  installed  a  baptistry,  and  this  was  the  first 
baptism  to  ever  be  performed  within  the  church  building.  In  past 
years,  baptisms  were  j3erformed  using  the  facilities  of  neighboring 
churches  —  Black  Hawk,  Mount  Olive,  and  North  Carrollton.  Prior 
to  that,  baptisms  were  done  in  Coila  Creek.  Baptized  at  Coila 
Church  were  Jason  Woods  and  Stephanie  Mitchell.  They  are  pic¬ 
tured  with  Billy  Blakely,  pastor. 


volunteers  that  will  be  goii^  are 
Ben  Benjaunin,  Sielly  Dumene, 
Dennis  Griffin,  Greg  Johnston, 
Jim  McEadiem,  Uoyd  CSiver  HI, 
Mark  Toomer,  Debbie  Weaver, 
John  Weaver,  Lynn  Chandler, 
Steve  Goff,  Britt  Johnston,  Shelia 
Mccrory,  Troy  &nith,  Vye  Toomer, 
and  Lloyd  Cfliver  Jr. 

Life's  Choices,  a  drama 
about  the  reality  of  life,  will  be 
presented  by  the  youth  d^art- 
ment  at  Hurricane  Creek 
Church,  Sandy  Hook,  6-9  p.m., 
March  31,  April  1,  7  and  8.  For 
more  information  or  for  group 
reservations,  call  (601)  736- 
9838,  736-9027,  or  736-1927. 

Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  Mac 
McConnell  in  a  one  man  multi¬ 
character  drama,  "What  About 
You?"  The  presentation  paints  a 
mural  of  passion  week,  giving 
imique  insight  to  the  most 
famous  trial  of  all  times,  as  his¬ 
tory  leaps  to  life  through  the 
intense  ouracter  of  Simon  Peter. 
It  will  be  held  in  the  sanctuary 
on  April  19  at  7  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  372-8651. 


Wallerville  Church,  Union  County  Association 


Wallerville  Church,  Union 
County  Association,  celebrat¬ 
ed  a  note  burning  on  Jan.  30 
for  its  Family  Life  Center. 
Taking  part  in  the  ceremony 
(pictured,  from  left)  are  Doug 
Jordan;  Shelia  Bailey; 
Raymond  Alexander;  Gary 
Crowell,  interim  pastor; 
Travis  Carr;  Paul  Nunnelee; 
Duncan  Gates;  David  Rowan; 
and  Greg  Richey.  Other  activ¬ 
ities  during  the  ceremony 
were  the  youth  and  drama 
team,  chilaren's  group,  chil¬ 
dren's  Bible  drillers  and  Bible 
buddies;  and  men's  quartet. 


^esus  Christ 


f ‘Hpptests  ^^Honorj 
of  ffimr  (Presence  U 
indteiwen!  ■ 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 


Homecoming 

Calvary,  Durant:  April  2; 
old  fashioned  day;  New 
Vision,  Philadelphia,  singing 
from  10-11  a.m.;  Billy  Barron, 
message  during  the  11  a.m 
worship  hour;  lunch  served; 
and  afternoon  activities.  Willie 
Bishop  is  pastor. 


Calvary,  Durant:  youth 
revived;  March  16-18;  services 
will  be^  at  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Daniel  Blaylock,  leading  the 
music  and  bringing  messages; 
Willie  Bishop,  pastor. 

Holcomb  (North  Central): 
youth  revival;  March  17-19; 
Friday,  7  p.m.;  Saturday,  7  p.m. 
<md  Glass  concert,  8  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  Spsn.;  focky 
Wheat,  North  Greenwood 
Church,  preaching  David  Lewis, 
music;  Randy  Asmey,  pastor. 

Friendship,  McComb:  March 
17-19;  Friday  and  Saturday,  7 

P.m.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 

riday,  Justin  Howell,  Magnolia, 
evangelist;  Saturday,  Perry 
McCall,  church  planter.  New 
Orleans,  La.,  eva^elist;  Sunday, 
Ted  Bowlin,  McComb,  evange¬ 
list,  morning  services;  Greg 
Wamock,  Brxxjkhaven,  evange¬ 
list,  evening  services;  Bradley 
White,  Tylertown,  music; 
La  Verne  Summerlin,  pastor 

Kilmichael,  Kilmichael: 
March  19-22;  Sunday,  11  a.m., 
'nocm  meal,  and  7  pjn.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  ncxm-day  service,  lunch, 
and  7  p.m.  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  evan- 
geust;  Rick  Patrick,  Durant,  wor- 


Crowder,  Crowder;  March 
19-22;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.  cind  7 
p.m.;  Randy  Von  Kanel,  Tupelo, 
evangelist;  Joe  Meurrier,  music; 
Ben  ^^mes,  pastor. 

Siloam  (Golden  Triangle): 
March  26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Marty  Steelmon,  West  Point, 
evangelist;  Barry  Bouchillon, 
West  Point,  music;  Walter 
Simmons,  pastor. 

Lowrey  Memorial,  Blue 
Mountain:  March  19-22; 

Simday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Steve 
Wilson,  Brandon,  evangelist; 
Jim  and  Carol  Pinkston, 
Corinth,  worship  leaders; 
Ronald  Meeks,  interim  pastor. 

Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg: 
March  17-19;  7  p.m.;  Hu^ 
Martin,  Philadelphia,  evange¬ 
list;  Mike  Rives,  music;  Keith 
Fultpn,  pastor. 


Alta  Woods,  Jackson: 
March  19-22;  Sunday,  10:30 
a.m.  and  5:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Lannie  Wilboum,  evangelist; 
Lewis  Oswalt,  music;  Frank  H. 
Thomas,  pastor. 

Goss,  Columbia:  March  19- 
24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Mike  Grenn, 
Columbia,  evangelist;  Wade 
Lott,  Columbia,  music;  David 
Laird,  pastor. 


Union  (Smith):  March  19-22; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Clyde  Little, 


Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Clyde  Little, 
Bay  Springs,  evangelist;  Keith 
Ballard,  Union  Church,  music; 


Robert  Perry  interim  pastor. 

Farmhaven,  Canton:  March 
24-26;  Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Saturday,  7 
p.m.;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.,  noon 
luncheon,  and  6  p.m.;  Les 
Hughes,  Clinton,  evangelist; 
Mike  Donovan,  Clinton,  music; 
Charles  Cientry,  pastor. 


Harmorw,  BrooKnaven: 
April  16-19;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-WiM.,  7  p.m., 
Billy  Howse,  Brookhaven, 
evangelist;  Nick  Davis, 
Broo&iaven,  guest  pianist; 
Melissa  Eldridge,  special  music 
coordinator;  Clarence  Yovmg, 
interim  pastor. 


Brookhaven: 
Sunday,  11  a.m. 


ship  leader;  David  Bishop,  pastor. 


larence  Yovmg, 


Evan  Lenow,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  senior  majoring  in  com¬ 
munications  at  Mississippi  (Zollege  is  the  recipient  of  the  sixth 
annual  Byrd  Memorial  Preaching  Award.  The  recipient  is  chosen 
on  the  basis  of  Biblical  and  theological  insight,  creativity,  struc¬ 
ture,  and  style.  He  is  the  son  of  Fd  and  Margaret  Ann  Evans 
Lenow.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Harold  Bryson,  professor, 
Christian  Studies;  Lenow;  Margaret  Ann  Evans  Lenow;  Rosie 
Byrd;  Charlotte  Byrd;  and  Harrell  N.  Byrd. 


State  now  has  five  Christian  Women  Job  Corps  sites 


Tammy  Anderson,  consul¬ 
tant  for  special  ministries  for 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(VlBCB,)  announced 
recently  that  there  are 
now  five  Christian 
Women  Job  Corps 
(CWJC)  sites  up 
and  rurming  in 
Mississippi. 

Anderson 
said  that 

recent  mission 
program 
material 
focused  on 
CWJC,  sug 
gesting  that 
local  Women  on 
Mission,  Girl's 
Auxiliary 
and  Acteen 
groups 
could 
partner 
with 
CWJC 
sites  for 

mission  promts.  However, 
the  national  literature  did  not 
have  names  or  contact  num 
bars  for  the  five  sites  in 
Mississippi,  Anderson  p>ointed 
out.  As  a  result,  some 
Mississippi  churches  have 
been  looKing  to  go  out  of  state 
for  a  mission  project  that  could 
be  accomplished  at  home. 

CWJC  IS  a  ministry  of  WMU 
designed  to  provide  a  Christian 
context  in  which  women  in 
need  are  equipped  for  life  and 
employment.  After  five  pilot 


programs  were  evaluated  dur- 
mg  19%,  CWJC  official  began  as 
a  ministry  of  WMU  on  March  1, 
1997.  Today  there  are  130  CWJC 
sites  in  33  states.  Plans  are  also 
underway 
for  inter¬ 
national 
site 
develop¬ 
ment. 

The 
first 
Missis- 
sippi  site 
was  start¬ 
ed  in 
Tupelo  in 
1998.  The 
fifth  site  in 
Metro 
Association 
began  this 
spring. 
Anderson 
anticipates 
two  more 
sites  to  open 
during  the 
year. 

For  more 
information 
about  the 
Mississippi 

Pe¥¥S,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 

Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


CWJC,  contact  the  coordinators 
listed  below,  or  contact 
Anderson  at  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone  (601)  292-3323,  or 
toll-free  outside  of  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651. 


1.  Northeast  Mississippi 

CWJC,  P.  O.  Box  7116,  Tupelo, 
MS  38802.  (662)  566-8507 

Contact  person:  Julie  Busby 

2.  Oktibbeha  County 

CWJC,  403-A  Russell  Street, 
Starkville,  MS  39759  (662) 

324-6020 

3.  CWJC  of  Broken  Wings 

Ministries,  P.  O.  Box  784, 
Ackerman,  MS  39735  (662) 

285-6296  contact  person: 
Donna  Oswalt 

4.  Great  Holmes  County 
CWJC,  Grace  Community 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  280,  Tchula, 

^  Price  Harris  N 
Music  Evangelism 

438  Mars 

Shreveport,  LA  71106 
318-347-4370 
318-687-0384 
Phea2@aol.com 
Http://www.dcw.net/phea 
Open  Dates  for  2000: 

May  21, 28  -  June  18, 25  (Sunday 
only)  -  July  23, 30  August  6, 20 
(Sunday  only),  27  -  October  8, 15, 
29  -  November  5, 26  -  December 
3  (Sunday  only),  1 7,  24,  3 1 
^Committed  to  the  Church!!/ 


MS  39165.  (601)  235-5390. 
Contact  person:  Yvonne  Brown 

•  5.  CWJC  of  Central 

Mississippi,  Calvary  Church, 
1300  West  Ciapitol  St.,  Jackson, 
MS  39203  (601)  354-1300. 

Contact  person:  Sandra  Nash 


Brett  Harvey,  from  Byram 
and  a  junior  at  Mississippi 
College  (MC),  captured  the  Top 
Parliamentary  Debate  Speaker 
Award  at  the  Pi  Kappa  Delta 
National  Honoraries  Speech 
Tournament  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
Feb.  26-28.  Sonya  Dickens,  from 
Seminary  and  a  senior  at  MC, 
paired  with  Harvey  to  capture  a 
place  in  the  semi-finals  of  the 
tournament. 


Abide  in. Christ... 

A  Woman’s  Weekend 

Featuring 
Denise  Glenn 

Author  of  Wisdom  for  Mothers 
and  Freedom  for  Mothers 
Presented  by  The  Women’s  Enrichment 
Ministry  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

Friday,  March  31  and  Saturday,  April  1, 2000 

Registration  begins  at  6:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  March  31. 

Tickets  are  $25  per  person.  For  more  information,  call  (601)  898-2345. 

All  Activities  will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  Baptsi\  Church, 
1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway,  Madison,  Mississippi 

Abide  in  Christ:  A  Woman’s  Weekend  j 

Name(s) _  •  "  _  i 

Address’ _ _ _ I 

Phone _ • _ j 

I  have  enclosed  $ _ for _ women  to  attend,  i 

Mail  checks  and  registration  forms  to  Broadmoor  Baptist  I 

Church,  1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway,  Madison,  MS  3911  Oj 
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NOT  SYNONYMOUS 


Editor: 

I  read  the  brief  letter  from 
D.  V.  Sparks  in  a  recent  issue 
of  The  Baptist  Record  regard¬ 
ing  The  Baptist  Record's 
front-page  coverage  of  the 
inauguration  of  Gov. 
Musgrove.  An  excerpt  is,  "It 
was  misleading  for  him  to 
preach  no  negative  cam¬ 
paigning  and  then  do  so 
much  negative  sound  bites." 
He  also  mentions  "that  is  rel¬ 
ative  to  another  Democrat  we 
have  in  the  White  House  and 
he  is  a  Southern  Baptist." 

Sparks  has  been  working 
with  people  long  enough  to 
realize  that  Southern  Baptist 
not  synonymous  to 


"preached"  no  negative  cam¬ 
paigning  and  did  so,  it  is  not 
^nonymous  to  Southern 
Baptist. 

•  James  K.  Burke 
Waynesboro 


MEMBERS  SOUGHT 


IS 


Democrat,  nor  to  negative 
campaigning.  It  is  not  even 
^nonymous  to  Christian. 
Even  if  the  Governor 


Editor: 

My^  name  is  Gail 
Bridgwood  and  I  belong  to 
Seacoast  Community  Church 
in  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire.  I  am  chairperson 
of  our  church's  40th  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  committee. 

I  am  writing  to  ask  your 
help  in  finding  some  or  our 
former  members.  Our  church 
was  established  some  40 
years  ago  by  a  group  a  mili¬ 
tary  families  wno  had  been 
transferred  to  Pease  A.F.B. 
When  they  arrived,  they 


OKI  R  WIMI  R(;  M  (;i  RM  \NA 
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EUROPE  EAST  May  20- June  5  ■  17  days  ■  EAST  GERMANY  ■  POLAND 
SLOVAKIA  ■  HUNGARY  ■  AUSTRIA  ■  CZECH  REPUBLIC  ■  Plus 


PASSION  PLAY.  You’ll  enjoy  traveling  with  Peggy  Hollis  &  Carolyn  Guysc, 
Tour  Directors  ■  $2990  complete 


GRAND  EUROPE  June  9-28  ■  WHITE  CLIFFS  of  DOVER,  BELGIUM, 
HOLLAND,  RHINE  CRUISE,  SWISS  ALPS,  LIECHTENSTEIN,  MONACO, 
FRENCH  RIVIERA  ■  TGV  SUPER  TRAIN  in  France  ■  Plus  the  PLAY.  Lucille 
Holmes  &  Dotty  Claybrook,  Tour  Directors,  make  it  worry-free  for  you 
■  6  SPACES  OPEN 


EUROPEAN  HIGHLIGHTS  Aug.  13-25  ■  ENGLAND,  BELGIUM,  AMS 
TERDAM,  CRUISE,  GERMANY,  AUSTRIA,  SWITZERLAND,  FRANCE  ■  plus 
the  H-AY.  Paula  Whatley  and  Bob  &  Jeanette  Dunaway,  Tour  Directors,  take  care  of 
all  details  ■  HRST  CLASS 


ALASKA  WONDERS  May  29- June  7  ■  10  days  ■  ANCHORAGE, 
MATANUSKA,  ESKIMO  VILLAGE,  PALMER,  KENAI,  SEWARD  ■  Plus 
spectacular  7  night  CRUISE.  James  Johnson,  Tour  Director,  is  ready  to 
show  you  great  time  ■  $1999  ■  Last  chance 


GRAND  ALASKA  Aug.  19-30  ■  12  days  ■  FAIRBANKS  ■  ALASKA 
WILDERNESS  TRAIN  ■  MI.  MCKINLEY  ■  ANCHORAGE  ■  THE  PENINSU¬ 
LA  ■  8  day  CRUISE  of  a  lifetime  to  Vancouver.  Tommie  Lou  &  Jack  Brooks  and 
Doris  Broom  are  attentive  Tour  Directors  ■  $2599 


BRITISH  ISLES  -  ENGLAND.  IRELAND.  WALES.  SCOTLAND 

May  29-June  13  ■  16  days  with  Paula  Whatley,  Tour  Director  ■  $2445 


TRANS-CANADIAN  MELQDIRS  May  31-June  10  ■  Across  Canada  on 
the  train  ■  Toronto,  Wmnipeg,  Edmonton,  Calgary,  ROCKIES,  Jasper,  Vancouver. 
Alycc  Palmore  is  your  personal  Tour  Director  ■  $1849 


GREAT  PACmC  NORTHWEST  &  CANADIAN  ROCKIES  July  18^30 
■  Fly  &  Luxury  Motoicoach  ■  Mt.  Shasta,  Oregon,  Crater  Lake,  Washington,  incred¬ 
ible  Rockies,  Glacier  Park,  Yellowshone,  Idaho,  Salt  Lake  City.  All  with  Peggy  Hollis 
&  Doris  Broom  ■  $1548 


ATLANTIC  CANADA  -  LABRADOR.  NEWFOUNDLAND. 
PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND.  NEW  BRUNSWICK  July  25  Aug  6 
Gfeat  places  in  USA  too,  with  Jim  &  Joy  Yates  ■  $1798 


ADVENTURES  IN  THE  NORTHWEST  &  CANADA  Aue  15-25  ■ 

VICTORIA  ■  CRUISE  CANADA’S  INSIDE  PASSAGE  ■  ROCKIES  ■ 

SPOKANE  ■  BAVARIAN  VILLAGE  ■  GRAND  COULEE  ■  CASCADES. 
R.L.  &  Beth  Sigrest,  Tour  Directors,  are  eager  for  you  to  join  them  ■  $1697 


GRAl^D  HAW.U1  Oct.  17-25  ■  OAHU,  Pearl  Harbor,  Arizona  Memorial 
■  Big  Island  HAWAII,  volcanoes.  Black  Sand  Beach,  Kona,  Luau  ■ 

KAUAI,  Waimea  Canyon,  Hanapepe.  Jim  &  Joy  Yates  are  your  Tour 
Directors  ■  $1598  if  reserve  now 


March  16, 2000 


could  find  no  Southern 
Baptist  church  so  with  the 
?Ip 


help  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  they  started  the  very 
first  Southern  Baptist  work  in 
all  of  New  England.  Through 
the  years,  many  military  folks 
passed  through  our  doors 
and  now  we  would  like  to 
find  them  if  possible. 
Approximately  a  year  ago  we 
underwent  a  name  change  so 
many  former  members  will 
not  recognize  our  new  name. 
The  church  was  formerly 
known  as  Screven  Memorial 
Baptist  Church. 

The  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  is  taking  place  July  19-23, 
2000  at  our  church  in 
Portsmouth.  Folks  can  contact 
the  church  at  397  Lafayette 
Road,  Ports-mouth,  NH  03801 
by  snail  mail.  They  can  also 
contact  me  at  the  following  e- 
mail  address,  wgbridg- 
wood@ttlc.net.  Thank  you  for 
helping  us. 

Gail  Bridgwood 

Portsmouth,  NH 


were  added  by  letter  and 
other  decisions  were  made 
during  that  time  also.  Praise 
the  Lord! 

Our  Lottie  Moon  goal  was 
exceeded.  Brotherhood  has 
been  started  and  our  WMU 
attendance  is  up.  The  youth 
are  also  planning  to  start  a 
mime  ministry. 

In  January,  John  Hearn 
began  serving  as  our  interim 
pastor  and  we  are  delighted 
to  have  him  and  his  wife 
Barbara  here  with  us. 

We  pray  that  our 
"unplanned  revival"  contin¬ 
ues  and  may  all  the  glory  and 
honor  be  given  to  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  for  he 
is  worthy  to  be  praised! 

Diana  Childs 

Big  Creek 


SEND  YOUTH  TO  ORLANDO 


SHILOH  THRIVING 


Editor: 

I  am  a  member  of  Shiloh 
Church,  Calhoun  County, 
where  I  serve  as  pianist  and 
assistant  clerk.  I  am  writing  to 
let  you  know  about  the  great 
things  that  God  is  doing  in 
our  church. 

In  December  we  had  High 
Attendance  Day  for  Sunday 
School  and  there  were  106% 
with  a  large  attendance  for 
worship  service  also.  Between 
December  and  January,  12 
people  were  saved  and  bap¬ 
tism  service  was  held  January 
30  with  91  in  Sunday  School 
and  over  200  in  attendance  for 
worship  service.  Four  people 


Editor: 

In  just  a  few  weeks  now, 
June  13-14,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  will  con¬ 
vene  in  Orlando,  Florida.  This 
year's  Convention  theme  is 
Partners  in  the  Worldwide 
Harvest. 

We  are  asking  each  church 
to  consider  the  possibility  of 
electing  one  interested  spiri¬ 
tually-minded  teenager  as  a 
messenger  to  this  year's 
Convention  in  an  effort  to 
begin  the  passing  of  the  torch 
to  a  younger  generation. 

Therefore,  please  plan  to 
ask  your  church  if  you  can  be 
a  messenger  now. 

We  will  see  you  in  Orlando 
with  the  world  on  our  hearts 
and  the  hope  of  Christ  held 
before  us. 

Paige  Patterson,  president 

Southern  Baptist  Conv. 

Wake  Forest,  NC 


CLA$$inEPADS 

RATEF^O  cents  {jerwand,  $6  miniraum.  Wnb  old^  ecceptjon  coRraa 

ItKbMfe  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  woid  count.  No  bBridaiis.  - 

ONtV  IIVMriBI  ACMl  ACCffTlQD. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-()583. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
483-7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. 
ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to 
work  full-time  with  'at-risk’  children  in 
residential  setting.  Opportunities 
throughout  Alabama.  Minimum  HS 
diploma.  Benefits  include  6C/BS  PMD, 
TDA,  life  insurance,  sick  leave,  vaca¬ 
tion,  living  expenses.  Call  1-800-548- 
4256  or  write  to  Box  240009 
^ntgomery,  AL  36124-0009 . 

PARAEMSE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
MS,  (601)  372-7700. 

A  SHELTER  FOR  ABUSED  CHILDREN 
needs  a  live-in  couple  for  a  21  da'f 
shift  to  parent  up  to  12  children. 
Support  staff  and  benefits.  Send 
resume  to:  Sunshine  Shelter,  409  N. 
Union  Street,  Natchez,  MS  39121. 


EXCITING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  Northwest  Louisiana 
needful  of  full-time  student  pastor 
with  an  intense  ptassion  for  souls. 
Salary  range  with  benefits  $42 

-  50,000+.  Send  resume  to: 
Confidential,  E.  Hearron,  P.O.  Box 
32000,  Shrweport,  LA  7m0;2000^ 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPA¬ 
NY,  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also 
church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
more  information  call  662-453-7424 
or  fax  us  at  662-455-6743.  Located  at 
107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
Gre^vyoqd,  MS  389^. 

GROUK  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 
DORM  RESORT,  Eureica  Springs,  Ark, 
for  excellent  seats  at  The  Great 
Passion  Play,  plus  lodgirtg,  recreation, 
and  nr>eals,  all  for  just  $36  each! 
Details:  1-800-859-8952. 

BRANSON,  MO  CO^DO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  2 
free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  arxi  cocoa. 
$1 00.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
trip.  Call  early  for  reservations  662- 
746-4632. 

FOR  SALE:  2  MCI  late  mcxlel  9's; 
automatic,  great  coaches,  well  main¬ 
tained,  complete  with  TV  and  VCR 
equipment.  Contact  Towana  Wright 
or  Tillman  Wright  at  601-947-8783 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspoTKient  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Eastwood  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  466,  Indiarmla,  MS 
38751.  Call  601-887-4404. 

INTERIM  PART-T^  YOUTH  MINB- 
THt  needed  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Lyman,  Gulfport,  MS.  Please  serrd 
resume  to  FBC  Lyntan,  14321  Old 
Highway  49,  CuUjMrt,  MS  39503,  or 

call  228-832-2159.  _ 

SOCIETY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHUROI 
seeks  bi-vocatiorral  or  student  youth 
miister.  SerxJ  resume  to  :  Jim  Langston, 
Rt  1  Box  69B,  Oakvale,  MS  39656,  call 
601-792-8119  or  fax  601-792-4709. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Experiencing  victory 

Joshua  6:16-20;  7:5;  8:26-30 


Keith  Smyser 


How  do  we  obtain  victory? 
Victory  for  some  can  mean 
meeting  sales  quotas,  hitting 
home  runs,  winning  primaries, 
hitting  a  golf  ball  straight,  get¬ 
ting  a  raise,  or  getting  a  promo¬ 
tion.  However,  in  this  week's 
lesson  we  will  learn  that  God's 
way  to  victory  is  obedience! 

Obedience  brings  victory 
(6:16-20).  God  used  an  unusual 
plan  to  defeat  Jericho.  If  God 
calls  us  to  do  something,  he 
will  also  tell  us  how  to  do  it. 
From  a  human  perspective, 
God's  plan  may  seem  strange, 
but  the  plan  will  work  if  it^is 
obeyed  by  faith  (Is^ah  55:8-11). 
Eacn  day  die  Israelites  followed 
God's  plcm.  The  action  of 


marching  around 
Jericho  in  silence  con¬ 
tinued  for  six  days.  g 
Can  you  imagine  the 
tension  level  inside  Jericho? 

Joshua  explained  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  about  "the  things  under  the 
ban."  We  learn  that  only  Rahab 
and  her  family  were  to  be 
spared.  All  the  spoils  of  war, 
including  human  life,  beloi^ed 
to  the  Lord.  Two  reasons  God 
commanded  the  utter  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Canaan's  population:  (1) 
to  punish  Canaan's  inhabitants 
for  tiieir  wickedness  (Lev.  18:24- 
25),  and  (2)  to  protect  his  people 
from  the  temptations  to  adopt 
the  Canaanites'  wicked  practices 
(Deut.  20:17-18).  Joshua  even 
noted  that  one  person  could 
affect  die  entire  nation  (6:18). 


Smyser 


On  the  seventh  day 
the  procession  marched 
around  the  city  seven 
times,  then  the  priests 
blew  the  shophar,  a 
ram's  horn.  Joshua's 
words  must  have  been  so 
excitii^  to  people  as  he 
said  "^out,  for  the  Lord 
has  given  you  the  city!" 
The  walls  came  down 
and  God  enabled  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  take  the  city.  God  blessed 
the  people  of  Israel!  He  can  bless 
you  when  you  are  faithful  to 
obw  him  in  all  that  he  asks! 

Disobedience  brings  defeat 
(7:5).  So  often  in  Ufe,  after  a 
great  victory  a  defeat  can  come 
quickly!  Permps  the  spies  were 
a  little  cocky,  presump^ous,  or 
even  overconfident.  Tire  spies 
told  Joshua,  "just  send  two  or 
three  thousand  men  to  take  Ai 
for  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
defeat  them." 

Achan  valued  the  sfK>ils  of 
war  more  than  obedience  to 
God.  Achan  violated  Joshua's 
specific  instructions  (6:17-19) 


costing  the  Israelites  the  lives  of 
thirty-six  men!  The  people's 
hearts  melted  and  Israel  was 
totally  demoralized. 

Did  you  notice  that  scripture 
never  indicated  that  anyone, 
not  even  Joshua,  inquired  of  the 
Lord  before  the  battle  in  which 
they  were  defeated?  (Joshua 
makes  the  same  mistake  in 
Joshua  .  9:14  with  -the 
Gibeonites.)  Had  Joshua  and 
Israel  placed  their  confidence  in 
their  military  strength? 

What  can  we  learn?  First,  we 
never  sin  alone.  Achan's  sin 
brought  defeat  to  all  of  Israel. 
Second,  sin  cannot  be  hidden 
forever.  While  the  stoning  of 
Achan  may  seem  severe,  Adian 
knew  the  rules.  Third,  we  can¬ 
not  experience  victory  if  we  are 
disobedient.  The  Jews  raised 
another  heap  of  stones  to  serve 
as  a  reminder  of  the  trouble  sin 
causes  (7:26). 

Victory  leads  to  worship 
(8:26-30).  God  gave  Joshua 
instructions  that  were  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  to  the  letter.  Joshua  used 


an  ambush  against  Ai.  God 
gave  instructions  regarding  the 
plunder  taken  from  the  city 
(8:2,  27)  that  was  different  from 
those  given  i^arding  Jericho 
(6:17, 21).  It  is  ironic,  had  Achan 
waited,  he  could  have  taken  all 
the  spoils  he  desired.  When  we 
run  ahead  of  God,  we  can  miss 
blessings  (Matt.  6:33)! 

Joshua  followed  God's  direc¬ 
tives  completely  even  if  some 
actions  seemed  gruesome 
(8:28).  Joshua  was  careful  to  fol¬ 
low  teachings  found  in 
Deuteronomy  21:22-23. 

It  was  time  to  celebrate  the 
victory  God  had  given.  Joshua 
led  the  people  to  build  an  altar . 
on  Mount  Ebal.  When  we  exp)e- 
rience  victory  God  has  given,  it 
should  inspue  us  to  worship 
him!  God  gives  Christians  vic¬ 
tories  over  sin  and  death.  The 
results  of  those  victories  should 
move  us  to  a  greater  level  of 
commitment  to  our  Lord!  Do 
you  have  reason  to  celebrate? 

Smyser  is  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Starkoille. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Threat  to  harmony 

1  Corinthians  3:4-4:13 


By  Neel  Grantham _ 

In  our  study  of  chapter  one, 
we  eluded  to  tne  pride  problem 
of  the  Corinthian  church. 
Because  there  were  divisions, 
Paul  called  the  church  worldly, 
acting  like  mere  men.  He  went 
on  to  explain  that  we  are  all  on 
the  same  team.  We  all  have  dif¬ 
ferent  roles  at  times  as  we  reach 
out  to  the  lost.  Some  plant  the 
seed,  others  water  it,  out  Paul 
gave  God  the  glory  and  the 
credit  for  making  it  grow. 

In  3:18,  Paul  wants  the 
church  to  see  the  futility  of 


1:18  and  2:14.  In  those 
verses  the  things  of 
God  are  foolishness  to 
the  world.  In  3:19  it  is  Grantham 
the  wisdom  of  the 
world  he  describes  as  foolish¬ 
ness.  That  is  why  in  all  things 
we  nuist  rely  on  God. 

Paul  finally  said  in  v.  21  to 
stop  finding  glory  in  men.  It  is 
npt  about  men,  but  about  God. 

Who's  judge?  (4:1-5).  Paul 
apparendy  sufered  unjust  judg¬ 
ment  by  some  in  the  church.  I 
don't  dunk  he  really  cared  what 
they  thought.  He  didn't  even 


ness."  He  alone  will  judge 
our  hearts.  The  vf^y  we 
should  look  at  our  church 
leaders  and  one  another  is 
not  throu^  judgmental 
eyes,  but  as  fellow  work¬ 
ers.  "Ministers  of  Christ" 
can  also  be  rendered  "ser¬ 
vants  of  Christ"  As  ser¬ 
vants  we  work  together. 
Let  us  strive  for-fhat  ser¬ 
vant's  heart.  Instead  of 
judging  our  church  leaders,  let's 
pray  for  them  and  work  side  by 
side.  That  will  certainly  leave  lit- 
tie  time  for  criticizing  and  lessen 
die  threat  to  hannony.  Who  is  the 
judge?  Only  Gcxl. 

Who's  superior?  (4:6-7).  Paul 
uses  himself  and  Apollos  as 
examples  of  fellow  workers. 
One  was  not  superior  over  the 
other.  God  was  using  them 


brag  about.  He  again  uses  the 
word  foolishness.  Refer  back  to 


judge  hiipself.  Paul  knew  he  was  both.  We  have  all  been  ^fted  by 
justified  in  Christ  and  that  the  God.  Our  abilities  and  strengths 
Ixird's  judgment  was  all  that  real-  are  from  God.  So  where  is  the 
ly  mattered.  God  would  "bring  to  boasting  coming  from?  It  is 
li^t  the  hidden  things  of  dark-  from  s^fish  pride  wanting  to 


make  ourselves  more  than  we 
really  are.  The  only  boasting 
shomd  be  about  how  awesome 
our  God  is  and  in  what  He  is 
doing.  The  roles  God  uses  us  in 
and  die  gifts  God  gives  us  may 
be  different.  But  all  are  impor¬ 
tant  as  we  will  see  in  Ch^ter 
12.  Who  is  superior?  Only  God. 

Who's  honored?  (4:8-13). 
Paul  certainly  felt  that  the  apos¬ 
tles  weren't.  He  pointed  out  to 
the  church  that  they  acted  as 
kings.  Again,  this  is  from  the 
worldly  view  of  royalty.  They 
saw  themselves  as  more  than 
they  should.  Paul  really  wanted 
them,  to  see  the  true  royalty  that 
was  theirs  in  Christ.  Then  he 
could  share  in  that  with  them. 

Instead,  he  laid  out  the  scene 
for  them  as  he  saw  it.  The  ap>os- 
tles  were  last  in  the  procession 
of  the  church.  They  were  a 
spectacle  to  the  world,  to 
angels,  and  to  men.  They  were 
foms,  weak  and  despised.  He 
pointed  out  the  Corinthians 


self-appointed  wisdom  in 
Christ,  as  if  they  had  any  wis¬ 
dom  at  all.  He  men  related  the 
suffering  he  was  going  through 
—  himgry  and  thirsty,  in  rags 
and  mistreated.  He  was  home¬ 
less  for  Christ's  sake.  Yet  the 
Corinthians  suffered  not.  They 
honored  themselves. 

Herein  lies  the  difference 
between  Paul  and  the 
Corinthians.  He  worked  hard 
to  make  a  living  so  as  not  to 
impose  while  sharing  the 
Gospel.  He  would  get  cursed, 
but  m  return  give  blessings.  He 
would  endure  persecution  and 
answer  kindlv  to  slander.  He 
didn't  mind  being  looked 
down  on.  Why?  He  had  the 
humility  of  Christ  for  the  sake 
of  the  (Jorinthians. 

Pride  and  self-righteousness 
eventually  threaten  the  harmo¬ 
ny  of  any  church.  Who  should 
be  honored?  Only  God. 

Grantham  is  pastor  ofPineview 
Church,  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 

What  about  the  Antichrist 

Revelation  13:1-10, 16-17 


By  Michael  Jones 


Our  study  in  the  book  of 
Revelation  is  timely  for  several 
reasons.  In  one  asjiect,  it  is 
timely  because  some  of  the  best 
selling  Christian  books  on  the 
market  deal  with  the  end  times. 
It  is  also  timely  in  that  as  we 
look  around,  we  see  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  the  end  time  could  be 
close  at  hand.  When  reading 
about  the  end  time  in 
Revelation,  an  often  asked 
ouestion  is:  What  about  the 
Antichrist?  Is  there  really  an 
Antichrist?  What  is  his  role? 
What  is  our  response  as  believ¬ 
ers?  The  lesson  for  today 
explores  the  Antichrist  and  his 


role  in  the  end  times. 

It  also  focuses  on 
what  our  response 
should  be  to  evil  in  Jones 
tile  world  right  now. 

Let's  take  a  look  at  what  the 
Antichrist  will  do. 

The  Antidirist  will  popular¬ 
ize  Satan  (13:1-4).  Jdin  gives  a 
very  disturbing  descriprtion  of  the 
bea^  here.  It  had  ten  horns  and 
seven  heads.  It  resembled  a  leop¬ 
ard  but  had  the  feet  of  a  bear  and 
the  moutii  of  a  lion.  The  dragon, 
Satan,  gave  authcnity  to  the  beast 
and  because  of  this,  men  wcm"- 
shipped  it.  The  Antidirist  is  mak¬ 
ing  ^tan  popular.  Because  of  the 
power  gh^en  to  him  by  Satan, 
men  will  be  awed  by  the 


Antichrist,  prople  will  be 
led  to  worship  Satan,  and 
his  popularity  will 
increase. 

The  Antichrist  will 
blaspheme  God  (Rev. 
13:5-^).  "The  beast  was 
given  a  mouth  to  utter 
proud  words  and  blas- 

Shemies."  "He  opiened 
is  mouth  to  blaspheme 
God."  The  blaspheme  the 
fuitichrist  will  use  is  an  effort  to 
lessen  Christ's  sovereignty, 
holiness  and  majesty.  It  is 
insulting,  showing  a  lack  of 
reverence  for  God  oy  trying  to 
take  away  his  deity.  Many 
understand  this  to  mean  the 
Antichrist  will  be  a  great  orator. 
Through  words  he  will  mes¬ 
merize  crowds  cmd  God  will  be 
blasphemed. 

If  this  is  the  role  of  the 
^tichrist  in  the  last  days,  what 
is  the  lesson  we  can  learn  by 
knowing  this?  First  of  all,  being 


lead  to  worship  Satan  may  not 
be  as  obvious  as  it  sounds.  All 
would  say  we  would  never 
worship  the  beast  John 
describes  in  verses  1-4. 
However,  being  led  to  worship 
Satan  may  be  more  subtle.  (Dur 
problem  is  that  many  times  we 
may  become  swept  up  in  wor¬ 
shipping  Satan  with  out  even 
being  aware  of  what  we  are 
doing.  Once  figured  out,  it  is 
too  late.  This  can  happen  in  the 
music  we  listen  to,  activities  we 
become  a  part'  of,  what  we 
allow  to  be  on  our  television, 
and  the  places  we  go.  We  need 
to  not  be  swept  into  worship¬ 
ping  Satan  in  even  subtle  ways. 

Another  lesson  is,  the  only 
way  we  can  know  if  someone  is 
bla^heming  God  is  to  know 
Ckxf  and  know  what  God  has 
said  in  scrqitures.  Unfortunately, 
many  Christians  spend  littie  time 
hiding  Ckxl's  word  away  in  th^ 
heart.  As  believers,  we  must 


know  the  word  of  Ckxi.  It  should 
be  ujxm  our  hearts,  tied  as  a  sym¬ 
bol  cm  our  hands  and  bound  on 
our  foreheads.  Knowing  God's 
word  will  help  us  reject  any 
teadiing  which  lessens  Christs 
sovaeignty  and  holiness. 

The  description  John  gives  of 
the  beast  from  the  sea  is  a  future 
Antichrist.  The  Antichrist  popu¬ 
larizing  Satan  and  blasphemmg 
God  are  both  futuristic  roles  the 
Antichrist  will  ultimately  fill. 
Yet,  as  believers  we  must  realize 
there  are  stiU  applications  for  us 
tcxlay.  Thqre  are  present  day 
expressions  of  the  future  work 
of  the  Antichrist  in  our  culture. 
We  are  called  to  be  diligent, 
mindful  of  tiie  work  of  Satan  in 
our  culture  and  not  be  even 
subtly  led  to  worship  Satan.  We 
must  be  able  to  recognize  blas¬ 
pheme  against  God. 

Jmes  IS  associate  pastor/^mth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


Bobby  Macon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  R.  Faulk 
Joe  Mary  Magee 
Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Huggins 
Mrs.  Audrey  Stephens 
William  J.  Mahmc,  Jr. 

Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Grady  Maricr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  E.  Arthur 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Myron  H.  Sitton 
Mr.  Grady  Mailer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  Bemamonli 
Paul  A  Doris  Hamel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  H.  Kermedy 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Marshall 
1.0. Y.  SSC.  Roscland  Park  BC- 
Pica 

Mr.  Henry  O.  Martin 
Mrs.  Henry  O.  Martin 
J.  L.  Martin 
Mrs.  Irene  Martin 
Mr.  Mnrray  Martin 
Mrs.  June  Bowcring 
Mrs.  Lois  Mask 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brummett 
Mr.  Earl  Mathes 
Mr.  Walter  Barbee 
Margie  A  Ren  Maxey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shelton 
Anne  Lanelie  May 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Cupstid 
H.  L.  Mayfield  ' 

The  Vick  Nickels  Family 
Father  of  Charlene  McCall 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  1.  Cross 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  J.  McDade  & 
Children 

(Willard.  Cliff.  Bea  A  Margaret) 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Uanett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  McDade 
Mrs.  Bertha  McCaskill 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  J.  McDade 
Mrs.  Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
Edna  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Jimmy  W.  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Marcus  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B.  Lampion 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  L.  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  R.  W.  McDanM 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
R.W.  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Realus  McDaniel 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mrs.  Anna  Lea  McGehee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Lotidena  McGivney 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Laudena  McGivney 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Poole 
Mary  McGregor 
Ms.  Doris  S.  Block 
Mr.  Carl  A.  Mclntire 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Barber 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  L.  Carroll 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Skelton 
Clovis  McKenzie 
MaMe  M^Bay 
Ms.  Eula  Mae  McCarroll 
Braxton  McKinley 
Mrs.  Annette  M.  Fortenberry 
Mrs.  Vi  McKittriefc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tramel  Jr. 
Bobby  McNecI 
Jean  Woodruff 
Mrs.  Nettie  MeSwain 
Mrs.  Patricia  Steen  A  Family 
Mrs.  Velma  Merritt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  P.  Pope 
Lawanda  Meurrier 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Elmore  Sr. 

Ray  Mikell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Farrell  Rigby 
Jamie  Mitchell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brummett 
Roy  Mitchell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Bevil 
Bobbie  Sue  Mooney 
Mr.  H.  K.  Everen 
Samuel  Dempmy  Moore 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Moore 
Susie  Moreland 
Ms.  Judy  S.  Chen 
Jack  Morris 
Mr.  David  E.  Bowles 
Mr.  Jack  Morris 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  BassMiss 
Jessica  Morris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Little 
Mr.  Henry  B.  Mom 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  W.  Tiliotson 
Pal  Murphy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B.  Lampion 
Mr.  Eageiw  Myers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Little 
Mrs.  Thelma  Nelaan 
The  Shawn  VnNamen  Family 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningfol,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

DECEMBER  Dd  Kemmerting 

•t  Kemmerling 

l~3ly  1999  SaBy  Love  Kennedy 

Indianola  Academy  Elem 
Student  CouiKil 
Mrs.  Fred  Fielder 
Mrs.  Irene  Keyes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nelson  A.  Ball 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hazlewood 
Susie  Keyes 

Herman  &  Sharon  Dungan 
Billy  King 

Ms.  Brenda  R.  Wagner 
Kennit  King 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Barnes 
Mr.  Howard  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Garrett 
Mrs.  Bertha  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Hollis  Kinsey 

Fishers  of  Men  SSC.Calvary 
BC-Tup 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  T.  While 
Xnna  Hynt  Knight 
Mrs.  Sarah  K.  Morgan 
J.  W.  Lamm 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Laynctt  Larkin 
Mrs.  Cindy  Crain 
Lynette  Larkin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Danny  Young 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ned  Lawerence 
MrCraigA  Mrs  Anna!  Majure 
Royston 
Elaine  I.ce 

Hope  A  Kenneth  Hawkins 
David  Nathan  Legge 
Ruben  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr.  &  Mrv  Ira  F.  Legge 
Roben  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Eva  Nell  Lewis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Viigil  L.  Barlow  Jr. 
Norma  Jo  Lewis 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Norma  Morgan  Lewis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  G.  Morgan 
Ms.  Odell  Lindsey 
Ms.  Marion  G.  Miller 
Rye  Link 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Delben  L.  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.K.  Little 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Rainey 
Uttle 
EdLofUn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bennie  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  L.  Lofton 
Ms.  Joyce  L.  Smith 
Mr.  HiM$  Long 
Hetman,  Sheron  A  Chris  Coats 
Clara  Luper 
Jim  A  Arm  Tillson 


Mrs.  Tbeima  Holmes 
Oak  Grove  BC 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Rogers 

Jeff  Horn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Allen  A 
Family 

Lula  M.  Horton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  M.  Horton 
William  “Billy'’  Horton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Mary  Helen  Howell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Mrs.  Ruby  Hudson 
Mrs.  Mary  Taylor  Bain 
Mr.  Tommy  Inmon 
VanVleetBC 

Ml.  Marion  Guest  Jackson 
Mrs.  Betty  D.  Clayton 
Mrs.  Rutk  Mnirhcad  Jennings 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harvey  Davis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eugene  Bigham  III 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  L.  Sandidge 
Mrs.  Marvin  Jennings 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
(iladys  Johnson 
Bill  A  Rickey  Moore 
Mr.  l.owcry  Johnson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Mrs.  Gladys  Johnson 
Mrs.  June  Bowering 
Kevin  Magee  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Magee  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  Magee 
Mr.  Roy  E.  Jones 
Lou  &  Libby  Bullock 
Mrs.  Julia  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  E.  Hart  Jr. 
Clark  Jordan 
Mrs.  Gladys  D.  McMullen 
Flomic  Jordan 
Joiner  Insurance  Agency 
PkylHs  A  WHUam  jnstke 
Jean  A  Ron  Yarbrough 
Donald  Kefley 
Mrs.  Donald  Kelley 
Mr.  Preston  KcHy 
M/M  OifTThach,  Clifton  A 
Thy  lor 

Mr.  Walter  KcRy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronald  Selden 
Preston  KcRy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Barlow 
Warren  KcRy 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 


John  E.  Nctkcrland 
Ms.  Janet  M.  Woodyard 
Arvit  Nicholaon 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Bevil 
L.  D.  (Nick)  Nicholson  . 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald  Stanfotd 
Mr.  Bernard  Nunley 
Herman,  Sheron  A  Christopher 
Coals 

Virgiaia  Oakley 
Mr.  Michael  Rubenslein 
Mrs.  Mabel  RUey  Odie 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Dewitt  Pace 
Mrs.  diarlene  Hardin 
John  Curtis  Pace 
Steve,  Lyim  A  Slephannie  Jellenc 
Rev.  Charles  Padgett 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Poole 
Mr.  Rubci  Palmer 
Mrs.  Bessie  T.  I^sh 
Rubel  Palmer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  Duckworth 
Shaun  Palmer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doug  Gill 
Mrs.  Helen  Parish 
Ms.  Grace  M.  Grubbs 
Mr.  S.  T.  Parker,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Charles  Ray  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Farrell  Rigby 
Denmond  Phrfcer 
Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family 
Erma  Parker 
Mr.  Jewel  Malone 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  A.  Parker 
Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family 
W.Y.  Parker 
Mrs.  W.Y.  Parker 
Mrs.  Flossy  Patrick 
Mr.  &  Mis.  Steve  Cook 
James  Peeples 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Bartow 
Emma  Lee  Pennington 
Ms.  Pal  Burney  Cribbs 
Cora  Peters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Peters 
Mrs.  Bertlu  Phillips 
Mrs.  Katie  Kemp 
Adam  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  B.  Minyard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Pierce  Jr. 
Jimmy  Polk 
Ms.  Linda  Cook 
Kenneth  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Davis 
Lucy  Camciia  Pobon 
Mr.  Howard  E.  Poison 
Julia  Bcrryhill  POolc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Sumrow 
Mrs.  Fleming  Poole 
Mrs,  Mary  L.  Causey 
Grady  W.  Porter 
Mrs.  Mattie  B.  Flynl 
Dosslean  Powell 
Joe  A  Betty  Horton 
Iris  Simmons  Prather 
Old  River  Supply,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Martha  P^ 

Ms.  Patty  B.  Hancock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Goff 
Mr.  Ehno  Pritchard 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Sumrow 
Mr.  Jack  Poole 
R.  C.  Purdie 
Mr.  HaiiRd^oss 
Mrs.  J.  Millard  Puri 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Causey 
Veima  B.  Puri 
Mrs,  Louise  F.  Cathey 
Mrs.  Lozdle  Purser 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Virgil  L.  Barlow  Jr. 
W.  KeUy  Pyron,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Agnes  E.  Pyron 
Charrie  E.  Crawford  Raby 
Ms.  Barbara  J.  Bardwell 
Mrs.  Paris  Ratcliff 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bozeman 
Royce  Rawls 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carlos  Knight 
Mother  of  Mattie  Ray 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Martha  P.  Rea 
Cindy  H  ShacklefonKMeiTill 
Lynch) 

Mrt.  Euda  MurM  Reeves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Larcne  Regei 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Johnny  Towery  Jr. 

Mr.  John  R.  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jhn  Hirdin 
J^idelis  SSC.  FBCOreenwood 
Mrs.  Pesri  Robertson 
Mrs.  Ruby  Burrow 
Mrs.  Thelma  Jones 
Reggie  A  Clara  Mae  Roberts 
Rev.  John  B.  Rockco 
Mr.  F.  D.  Sylvest  Jr. 

Mrs.  Rntb  Rose 
Mrs.  Melba  W.Shadiach 


Mrs.  Rusblag 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  B.  Minyard 
Mr.  Howard  Russell 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
John  A  UHian  Salter 
Mrs.  Virginia  Selden 
Mr.  Harold  Sanborn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  E.  Bunage  Sr. 
Ms.  Deucse  Sanebo 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
David  Harold  Sandbom 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  Duckworth 
Mr.  Harold  Sandbom 
Mrs.  Hazel  Young 
John  HoUis  Saucier 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  B.  Newman 
Mh  Haywood  Scott 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  David  Rives 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Lean  Sentcll 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Selden 
James  L  Sessums 
Ms.  L.  Zell  Thompson 
Hershall  Scttlemires 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Setllemiies 
Kathy  Shaefer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  T.  Morrison 
Mrs.  Etoyb  P.  Shankle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Mr.  Harvey  L.  Shaw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Demar  Busby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  P.  Busby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Obeihousen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mickey  Vitt 
Mrs.  AUie  Busby 
Mr.  Jimmie  McMinn 
Mrs.  Frances  Shaw 
Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Joe  F.  Shepard 
Mrs.  June  Shepard 
Jesse  Sherrod 

Bill,  Michelle  A  Shellie  Beard 
Gavin  Eugene  Shoemake 
Ms.  Martha  E.  Shoemake 
Logan  Shoemaker 
Ruth  SSC,  Hurley  BC-Hurtey 
Mr.  Arthur  W.  Sidebottom 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  M.  McAlister 
Mrs.  OUie  SUs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Oakman 
Mr.  Harry  Simmons 
Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mrs.  Ruby  Simmons 
Fiances  A  Rich  Defenbaugh 
Mrs.  Jean  S.  Moss  &  Family 


WmbSianmns 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B.  Lampion 
Thn  Sinuns 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Mr.  CkarRe  Simpson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Seniggs 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Edna  Slayter 
Mrs.  James  H.  McLendon 
Mrs.  Martha  Bender  Sluder 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  M.  McElroy 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Cook 
Bryaa  A  Nettie  Smith 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Smith 
Iva  DeH  Pullen  Smith 
M/M  Cliff  Thach.  Clifton  A 
Taylor 

Mathew  B.  Smith 

Ms.  Winnie  M.  Smith 
Mr.  Patrick  Satith 
Mrs.  Melba  W.  Shadiach 
Mrs.  Birdie  Mae  Reed  Smith 
Ms.  KalheriiM  Feldman 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Smith 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Rev.  J.  B.  Smith 
WUlisro  IMs  A  Jo  ()uinn  Smith 
Mr.  Lee  Stephens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  M.  McAhsaer 
William  Drake  Stephenaan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Downs 
Charles  Stoker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Jackson 
Nancy  Stoker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Vehna  Stokm 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Allman 
Van  D.  Stone,  Jr. 

Carol  A  Kole  Conley 
Jim  A  Sarah  Pilgrim 
Steve  A  Charlone  Pilgrim 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Stallings 
Ms.  Dorothy  Carlisle 
Mrs.  Jewel  Segars 
Mrs.  Ruby  C.  Windham 
Mr.  Hoke  Stone 
Mrs.  Victor  Bailey 
Mrs.  Ruby  C.  Windham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walker  A.  Graham 
Richard  B.  Stovall 
Elizabeth  Tale 
J.  B.  Strotid 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Stroud 
Mrs.  Lncilie  Strahan 
Ms.  Pennie  S.  Dempsey 


PaidnStKckcr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Harringlon 
DomM  B.  Stridcr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  diandJer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  DeLoach  A 
Lindsey 

Mr.  Glenn  Stringer 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 

Arnold  A  DeArmond  Sutton 
Mrs.  Emma  Belle  Sutton 
Beatrice  Tate 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Din  W.  Southerland 
Mrs.  Mary  Tatum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Eaton 
Jaases  Barney  Taytor 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Daiuu 
JanMS  Thomas 
Mrs.  Helen  Dsves  A  Family 
Mr.  Harry  Saran  Thas 
Mr.  Mike  DaughdriU 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  S.  TBktaoa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  W.  Tdlolson 
Robiaiyavis 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald  Stanford 
VaalVaywick 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Cay  TWitter 

Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family 
Normaa  Irtsett 
Jan  A  Daphine  Craig 
Mrs.  Louise  Tilghmon 
W.  Bailey  lOB,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W.  McIntyre 
Terrell,  Claudia  A  Bobbye 
Henley 
Janie  Thmcr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  POttey 
Mrs.  Lda  VanCleave 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Cole  III 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Starfcville 
Mrs.  Pat  Vance 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Vera  Cobb  Versen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Oakman 
Ms.  Faye  W.  Cupit 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  F.  Duncan 
Mrs.  Hasselline  B.  DeBoe 
Betty  Dean  Vickers 
Mrs.  Opal  Vickers 
Vaude  Walley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiford  Strong 
Mrs.  Mary  Walters 
Ms.  Johimie  Mae  Hall 
Karen  H.  Wahman 
Ms.  Anita  H.  Bun 
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Mother  of  autistic  son  buoyed  by  church 


dt  the  sup-  "If  a  person  leaves  the  class 
these  years,  with  one  basic  Bible  truth,  God 
\y  husband  will  use  it  and  we've  done 
lia  said.  "I  what  we  were  supposed  to 
my  family,  do,"  Pratt  said. 

■  who  he  is,  Robbie  Arnold,  special  edu- 
re  involved  cation  director  for  Wayside 
me  to  die  Church  in  Miami,  said  her  goal 
'  is  for  p>eople  with  special  needs 

needs  chil-  "to  become  a  part  of  church  life, 
that  there  just  like  any  other  member." 
e  and  will  Begim  2l  years  ago  with  two 
Zhrist  with  teenagers.  Wayside's  special 
education  department  now  has 
approximately  140  members, 
induding  some  who  serve  as 
greeters,  ushers  and  Mission 
Friends  workers  in  the  church. 

The  special  needs  minist^ 
of  Delaney  Street  Church  in 
Orlando  began  25  years  ago  to 
meet  the  needs  of  one  person, 
noted  coordinator  Dothe  Rich, 
reached  out  to  Today,  the  department  has  five 
Sunday  School  classes,  includ¬ 
ing  ones  for  senior  adults,  the 
hearing  impaired  and  for  diose 
with  Down  s5mdrome. 

Despite  care  to  establish 
classes  to  meet  specific  needs, 
"we've  tried  so  hard  to  make  it 
a  comfortable  place  to  be,  not 
so  specialized  they  feel  they 
I  don't  belong,"  Rich  said. 

Ken  Anstadt,  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  for  Delaney 
Street  and  a  retired  special  edu¬ 
cation  teacher,  said  special  edu¬ 
cation  ministries  should  pro¬ 
vide  ways  for  people  with  spe¬ 
cial  needs  to  leam  to  become 
The  servants  of  God. 

For  more  information  on 
special  education  ministries, 
contact  Uughes  at  (904)  396- 
2351,  ext.  8210. 


.  (BP)  —  son  s  disability  was  a  punisn-  ijur  taiiuiy  i 
id  Harry  ment  for  sin.  The  family  also  port  of  die  churc 
ced  if  their  had  experienced  the  pain  of  see-  but  especially  w 
son,  Chris,  ing  people  withdraw  from  ttiem  passra  away," 
the  Special  out  of  fear  or  misunderstanding,  reel  like  die  chui 
at  East  East  Orlando  Church  seemM  They  accept  Chi 

their  first  different.  Members  were  reaA-  love  him,  ti 

hy  would  ing  out  to  diem  widi  a  genuine  in  nis  life,  the 
compassion.  Shordy  after  mov-  rr  house  and  visit ! 

Iing  to  the  area,  the  family  =  Parents  of  sp 
received  an  invitation  to  the  '^-dren  need  to  * 
church  from  a  co-worker,  a  let-  "^'are  people  wh( 
ter  of  welcome  from  die  church,  share  the  love 
and  a  visit  from  McCain.  them,  Cecilia  sa 

"I  didn't  promise  anything  •\  "Sometimes 
odier  than  to  teach  [Chris]  about  try  to  help  you 
Jesus,"  recalled  McCain,  who  afraid  or  don't 
now  is  involved  in  startup  a  they  back  away, 
special  needs  ministry  at  Hrst  makes  me,  as  a 
Church,  Kissimmee,  Fla.  She  dal  needs  person,  feel  hurt, 
also  does  consulting  in  spedal  "It's  b^ause  of  the  loneli- 
education  ministries  on  behalf  of  ness  you  have.  You  don't  want 
die  Florida  Baptist  Convention.  to  ask  for  help,  but  at  my 
The  coupre  agreed  to  let  church,  people  reached  out  to 
Chris  participate  in  Special  my  fainily.  I  didn't  have  to  isk. 
Friends.  enjoyed  being  there  they  askw  me." 
so  much  that  it  drew  the  other  Despite  success  stori^  such 
family  members  to  the  church,  as  this  one,  being  invited  to 
One  by  one,  Chris,  his  parents,  church  can  be  a  rare  experience 
and  his  two  younger  brothers  for  families  with  special  needs 
received  Christ  emd  have  been  children,  said  Margie  Pratt, 
active  members  of  die  church  special  education  director  for 
for  the  past  10  years.  I^t  Church,  Inverness,  Fla. 

Chris,  now  age  20,  is  still  One  parent  told  Pratt, 
involved  in  the  ^ledal  Friends  can't  believe  you're  inviting  me 
ministty,  whidi  now  consists  of  to  church.  I've  been  asked  to 
about  io  people  in  five  classes,  leave  many  times,  but  never 
"All  you  have  to  say  is,  'It's  time  invited  to  attend  any." 
to  go  to  church,'  and  he's  wait-  A  special  needs  ministry  can 
ing  at  the  door,"  his  mother  said,  be  hard  work,  Pratt  acknowl- 
,  Special  His  brothers  —  Tommy,  18,  edged,  but  its  rewards  far  out- 
the  time,  and  Midiael,  16 — both  are  m  die  weigh  any  difficulties.  The 
y  not?"  youdi  group.  Cecilia  has  served  Inverness  church's  10-year-old 
Hernandez  cis  nursery  coordinator  emd  special  needs  d^artment 
icomed  by  Harry  was  a  senior  adult  Sunddy  includes  more  than  100  mem- 
jsted  their  School  teacher  imtil  his  death.  bers  from  five  group  homes. 


PLACE  TO  BELONG  — 
Dottie  Rich  (left),  founder  and 
coordinator  of  the  special 
needs  ministry  of  Delaney 
Street  -  Baptist  --Church-  irt 
Orlando,  mcxlels  the  love  and 
acceptance  that  is  available  to 
all  people  through  Christ.  (BP 
photo  by  Ken  Touchton.) 


Prayerful  preparation  yields  success  in  Golan  Heights 


the  many  Druze  who  express  interest  in 
the  Christian  message  during  the  team's 
weeklong  visit. 

Prayer  is  a  vital  part  of  the  Golan 
Heights  project.  More  than  1,000  people 
support  it  with  prayer. 

"God  has  really  impressed  on  each  of 
us  how  impiortant  prayer  is,"  says  Chuck 
Gordon,  project  leader  and  minister  of 


GOLAN  HEIGHTS  (BP)  —  In  the  land 
where  Jesus  walked  and  taught,  a  groim  of 
Georgia  young  people  share  their  faith 
among  the  Druze. 

Chatter  passes  between  the  23  members 
of  tile  outreach  team  from  Warren  Church 
in  Augusta,  Ga.  "Did  you  get  that  street 
over  there?  No,  OK,  let's  get  that  one  and 
then  we'll  move  on  to  the  next  village...." 

They  pause,  sip  some  water,  then  pick 
up  their  sacks  or  cassettes  and  literature 
and  trudge  off.  The  Golan  Heights  swelters 
under  cloudless  skies;  cloudless  except  for 
the  day  the  team  prays  for  rain  and  God  i 
obliges  by  sending  a  downpour  that  evenj 
locaB  say  is  unusual  for  this  time  of  year. 

About  30,000  Druze  live  in  the  four  vil¬ 
lages  visited  by  the  team,  composed  most¬ 
ly  of  high  school  seniors  and  college  fresh¬ 
men,  who  deliver  Christian  materials  to  a 
hi^  percentage  of  the  households. 

For  most  of  rtiese  young  people,  this  trip 
to  Israel  is  their  first  outside  the  United 
States.  Often  they  are  invited  into  homes 
for  juice  or  freshly  picked  cherries.  At  one 
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students  at  Warren  Church. 

The  church  prayed  for  months  before 
adopting  the  project.  Once  they  did, 
each  member  of  the  team  signed  up  50 
prayer  supporters  forlt.  The  team  spent 
their  first  day  in  Israel  prayerwalking 
tiuough  the  villages  in  wnich  they  later 
would  work. 

"Because  of  that  intense  prayer,  we've 
,seen  God's  htmd  at  work,"  Gordon  says. 

He  also  beams  with  pride  at  the  matu¬ 
rity  and  poise  his  team  displays  as  they 
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^land  out  materials  and  share  their  fciith. 
Some  of  the  students  met  with  20  high 
School  teachers  who  asked  many  ques- 

gibout  Christianity. 

tough  the  questions  were  some- 
grilling  and  grueling,  God  proved 
If  so  faithful  again  as  always," 
n  says.  "Their  questions  made  it 
sible  not  to  share  the  message  of 
ion  through  Jesus  Christ." 
the  end  of  the  week,  the  Warren 
has  distributed  2, (XX)  cemies  of  the 
SPREADING  THE  WORD  —  A  trucker  in  "Jesus"  film,  audiotapes  of  the  film, 
Israel's  Golan  Heights  accepts  Christian  materials  Arabic-language  New  Testaments  and 
"Nwer*  have  I  seen  them  so  himgry,"  offered  by  a  member  of  a  mission  team  from  other  evange&tic  materials  along  the 
one  of  the  workers  says.  They  plan  exten-  Georgia  ouring  a  distribution  project  among  the  hilly  streets  of  tiie  C^lan  Heights,  m  tihe 
sive  follow-up  visits  and  discussions  with  Druze  people.  (BP  special  photo)  land  where  Jesus  walked  and  taught. 
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home,  three  team  members  receive  a  whole 
basket  of  plump  cherries. 

DuriM  the  week,  one  man  prays  to 
receive  CJnrist  as  Savior  after  going  througjh' 
tile  tape  and  materials  the  team  leaves. 

Local  Christian  workers  among  the 
Druze  are  delighted  with  the  warm 


Clue:  A  =  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  lettet  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One:  Two. 
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